
BY I1I55 TRUDY tqANNING? THE OAUGHTER

0F wtR. AND HRS. D. G. fltANNING, AND A

JUNI0R AT RUEEN5 CqLLtct, CHARL0TTE.



o
lYl$s, lr. 5.
Bear Grass

Gurganus (lYlrs" Omie Gurganus)

Born 0ctober 19, 1898, Plrs. 0mie Gurganus has lived in Bear Grass all of her life. sheHiirnlirlilr:! il:r:,::, rffi":r;:;n"uo"n li-iliu"r and Amanda Roserson. Her parents, rike
As a child' lvlrs' Gurganus rrralked to a schoo]. rrrhich uas about thrse quarters of a mi.Lefrom her home' liJhen it uiis raining, she uould ride home in the family herse cart ulith thetransportation being furnished by her father. The schoor she and her brothers and sistersattanded uas across the road from the present site of Bear Grass High schopl. The build-ing has been torn dou'rn for some time noul. It uas a free school and only had one room. ,neof the teachers that she remembered uas O.]_ivia House"School uas in session onry three and one half to four months out of av'ry yearo Ifrepairs on the schooL rtrere needed, their eosts uould decrease the funds appropriated forthe teacher thus shortening the school year further. But some parents uanied'to give theirchiLdren more education' fr"". Gurganus said that on several occasions, after the regularschool year had ended, another teacher r.:-roul-d be hired to teach some of the chirdr,n mor'.

]3:"il:t;"":_r:1,::r:::r::acher,s salary r"ri-on the parenrs of those children urho uould
The school onry trlent through the equivalent of our seventh grade" It ulas rare foranyone bo go Lo college. But ii anyone did, th"y ,"u"11y uent to Buies creek Academy.During her youth, Mrs' Gurganus urent to the Bear crass primitive Baptist church.

|;j::r:t 
there uere night services, she and her famil"y r.uour-J go to the Rose or sr,""o,

lYlrs' Gurganus marri'ed [d.5. Gurganus in 1913. she had been seeing him for about oneand one half years' Her courtship, iike most or tno"" in thai day eonsisted of parrorvisits op horse and buggy rides in the afternoon. They got married in parmalee.After their marriigl, flr. and lvlts. Gurganus rived 
"[ ni" home in Bear Grass. Thayfarmed until his health-no tonger permitteoJ trren they renteo lr,e land to other farmsrs.Qqite interesting brer' the changes t'lrs. Gurganus has seen i" r""itr"a;il;; or ratherher community over the years. Although she .nJ h"" neighbors had easy access to salt,meat' and vegetables, she said they did some ehopping in Everetts at Barnhilrrs and J.s.Avers and co' In tlilliamston, uhere she bousht-il;;";"";;;;1" 

"r," didn,t make herself,she patronized Harrison Brotherrs and the J. L. Hasserl co.r rr,i"r, uas loeated across thestreet. She has seen the consolidation of al] the little on"-"ou* sohools such as thaPeele school, and the lvlizelle schooL into the Bear Grass schoor that axists today.lvlrs' Gurganus had four chil-dren. Tu-ro are living today. 
-inry 

are Josephine GurganusRogerson and Rufus Gurganus. She is nour a member of the First christian churqh in Everetts.she lives j'n a large, comfortable home built by her husband and compreted in December,1e2?"
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::-: r::s- J:-a: uere sord in ryirs. sacrie Jamese store, back in the
:_ s:;::,:fr !ave her a slgn advertising his product, ,uhich she-:-= =::r= -atl" ThaL sign, as uell as others repiesentinq Coke and
s ---- inere, right r.r.rhere she put them atmost forty years ag;"

--:-:= ias born Sadie Griffi"n rrear Hardiscnes lvli1l on Apri] 15, 1gg0; Her
-=:e la;es and Jenny Griffin. They rr;ere first cousins and both tuere born

1'- ^ -^----:' Janes ulas the second child in her family. She had an older sieter, Connie,a y 3J--:er brother lYlarion and the youngest child in tne family uas her llttle sister,ft'',--'^, /r L_=.

The famiLy flarmed but urhen the needs of the farm per:mitted the children attendedschooL' liiss sadie attended tuo schoel-s duting her lifetime; both urere supportedby the county,' The first ulas the Kelty Hill School*., The teachers she remembers fromthere uere Lonnie and Joe [vlizel-]-e, The second schoor ulas the Getsinger schooL. JohnGetsinger taught there and the Late sam Getsinger u,as one of her elassmates. She andher brothers and sisters had ts uafk ts the scioor a distan"" of.;;;;;;;;J" *ir"".sometimes her father ulould take them hrarfrrray on a mure and cart. wliss sadie attendedschool until she uras 22., she tsent mainry to accompany the younger children to and fromschool" There uere no graduations as such but she studried in the ilhighestil books theyhad.

lYliss sadie joined Fair vieu church uihen she uas ni-neteen. she moved her member-ship and is nou.r a charter member of lvlaple Grove church. This church rr:as establishedin 1910"

In 1919, lvliss sadie ulorked at the central Office in JamesvirLe. In rg24 she mar-ried columbus James" They lived at f,hurch cross Roads until 1950, In tg2g wliss sadiecontacted trrhat Dr. Jessie llard diagnosed as the first case of intestinar fru in t\art,incounty' Her hueband columbus also became i1l that urinter. He ulas so ueakened by pnBUrmonia that he had to abandon farming.

In 1930, Columbus and Sadie bought the mil-l rrrhere she l-ives nou. The rnill- hadbeen purchased from Joe and llarie Lanieg" Due to an accident, the opening of themiLl- uas delayed" During this tirne Co.l-umbus also trapped and uiorked in tobacco.Finally in 1935, the Big flIiII ag it is called, tdas put into operation, people ulhocame to get their corn ground uould u.rant something to eat and drink trlhile they ulereuaiting" so Miss sadie opened a smal-l store in Henry Daniel-rs barn. The first goodssold ulere apples, oranges, Cokes and Royal Crouns.

Columbus and lvliss Sadie kept the nrill in operation for many years. Hedied in 1955" They had no chil-dren" lvliss Sadie I s o.l-der sister ionnie, (m"*, FernandotrJilliams), died in l-968" Her other si-ster wlyrtle, (mrs. pearlie LilIey), rives inFarmlife' Her brother James [v]arion Griff,irr :-i."** bebureen Bear Grass and Robersonvil"Le.
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lYlrs,, lYlartha Piland
Oak City

A native cf Bek t1ity, lYlal tha Bel.-i fllourer Fil,and h,as a past t'ulJ. sf ;rern$ries., Sheuas born wlay 15, 1881. f-ler oarenL,s ueie Fren[< and An--ri.e Tayler Eellt].fibrsr:,, Si.re uentto a school in the 0=k C: ty aree as a eh*.1 d, Tl-re srl-iooL uas nuL pur liral-:Ly suppr:rted;the students pa:e! frve eeni:e eJai-1y fci: lhre inst,r,uctji-oin Lhey r*re:i \,rerl n srhanj- conveneduhenever it could amrl ueually clrrJ not jasr,. rnore than furro months nu[ o,fl the year" Therehjere no gracuaLi.enE ae sucl-l ' fll::s. rlland disti.nct,ly,::erner;rhere t,hai; r:n tire iirst day ofevery neu schnol t,erm, the s t"uc'ien rs uucr-:-irj be q:1 ,:en a r--:Etly bonk,All during her chilrlhsnd, [v?ls" pj"].and lrlel:rked fr:r s.1--her- f;armerB, She remembers thatthe trest pay she ever gert u,ss ei.ght dn--lLars per in:ur-rth,, {n 1_he iriri.r.,rrry of her home,peanuts and potatoe; urere t"he main arrBs"
Ivlrs' Piland?s father IJBS a earpenter, l-:lacksmit,h ani a flarner, He h-5s4 r:ther mento do his plori.iing. Her f a bl-ler speciaL i.red in hrs rarpeirt.er i;.rork as a br:-r ider of oaskets.Her cousin 8111 Jnhnssirl litred Rear her trnme cir,l he and lrrs., F-Land r s !--ather suapped uork.During,tl-le early pa,rt oF her cl-rll-cii"looel , flrs. FrLald srayeC close to hcme" This uasnot unusual" as lack af Lranspori,ation marle Lrar"rel- un-rkely fel nosL eu=ryone. she remem-bered that many people bourghl bfreir hnrEes afid bl,,qq:.e-r fi:.n (:.nstr:r. A qood price for anice buggy Lias seventy*{'ive del}a::s" Bi.rt, rr.rhen s!'.e i*,3E aboLit seven, the f rrst train camethrough 0ak City. This aJiorrred a greater EppEr L,-ii:. Lv f ur tlav=i. 0n o,-..:e se casion ulhen plrs.Piland uas visiting in another tor,tn aro u=s cal iec hrner stE u:as ,Facerl l,:iLh a problem as sheCouLd not get home by horse bef ore i j-Et t f al l- - Sne i:: trheJ a ri de r- the caboose of oneof the trains _

The chief entertainment telk +-i-:e ftr;-. ai:ri_!,tar ste,rs ar-rd sq,jare dances qiven by dif_f erent f amilies ' lvlrs ' Pi lancJ rai-,e reierei-]e E 1,o o-p dar!ce that Loei< piace one csLd rJinter,Tommy Johnson clroue e cait-fLrl. l ':F ne; fireriee r! tle.iance, upun arlivaLe lylrs, piLand
stepped out of the cart and ii--,:c a :-i-r :uJ e cvErEd .o:es!- tub, 5he rr,as ure.t. but uient on into thedance anyb;ay and proceedeei tE Fa,.rE 3. rl,ierd t i;FE,

lvlrs' Piland descrrbei her ctr,rl-shrF as cansi.stirrq r--F parior vislts ruhere young mentrtould come and enjoy anr, even:_nq ef cDr'!\_ieisairon aild l.neybe get inuoiued in an excitinggame of checkers., [v]ls. Prlai-irl rnarried ln iB[? by e -lurstii:e of the Feace i-r-i Tarboro" Herhusband, ulho ulas boin rn 1B?F! ijias a not,irve of Kinston., They rnet bhssuqh his sister lylattie,uho lived in Oak City. He serr.,ed j n tl-re ar:my nf nccupation in Cuha during the wlcKinleyadministration- After they married, they;sn1ed a farm iri the uak Ciby areao Theirdaughter, Bertha, uho pas present duri ng the inter,\.rilEU, L,;as bsrn i.n 1gCI3, They rilere bothabi-s to give thorough accounts of events tirat tncrk place -rn the r:ounrty" lvlrs. piland re-call-ed hearing Gov. e" ts" Aycock (rocr*rso5) speak in Oak city in f'avor ot'public schools.firs' Piland had her first phone iris*-al}ed 1n 191?" Dr, [-r:mg, a l-iarnj-]tnn physician, ou.lnedthe phone company,, One of the irsst serious events she rpi-neniberee] uas the influenza epi-demic of 1918. She said this eaused a qreaLer rmpaet on t_he .in:med:.ate comrnunity than l.r/orl_dUar I. Dr. Long treated the clisease rL:"llh guinl ine but the eplclefi:tc sti-L1 teok its toIl.Ivlrs. Pii-and joimed the 0ak Cityr BaptisL f,hrirch in jgl-g, She has 1-.i"uecl in 0ak City
lince' then except for a brief sLay 1n trlasr-rinqLr:n, D, C" i.ij"th Bertha,, Nsu she and Berthalive in Oak City" [v'lrs" Filarid has nrany nic:e pai,r'Li-riee n !--he ile1tr that she herse]-f hasrecently done. 5he also "l-nues to reaij, {vlrE, [:l]and uLf j untesired fier see ret, flor havingIived such a long and lrappy l-1f e, She *eirJu rr don! t bei:ieus in hrnsding over thlngs;I take things as they corie.!t
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Born August 21, 1895, fiiss. Leda (flrs" Hoyt) fianning has been a rife long resident ofFarm Life community" Her parents uare John givin Lil}ey and Fanny" Elizabeth Griffin. IvlissLeda uras the third ehild in a family of fivE chird;;;.-'si"-r,"d tuo order sisters and trrroyounger brothgrs " 
Jsr o qr ru u,ru

. During the first part of her life, just fuJ.lP|_lrins lveryday needs kept the urhota famirybusy' LJool from sheep raised on the rari, -ana 
eotton fiaoe ii possible to make all the clothasfrom start to finish" 0ther household products ulerp made also" Carpqts uera made rrrith a1oom" Red oak bark and pacan or- ualnut' hrii; uere Bome of the sourqes of dye. Bed sheets u,BrFmade out of feed bags or ulhite fLour bags. pro""-i"ili;;;";", m"". Annj,e Betr peele, and fir"Hoyt uere present during this portion oi t,he intervieul and 

"""h 
pg""on had different mpthodsby ruhich to maka ne"""s"ry household items, 

- 
iliss Ceddie ueqd sugar bags to mqke napking. Be_cause of their siza, these sugar bags uere qlso oftpn dyed and uEed for quilt squares. tdashcloths uere made out of old underurear and seea-uags"""riO-ul Jas:.ty eonverted into dieh touers.lYliss Leda said that in her later childhoodr people got quray from making all their goods andoften yelLoul homespun uas bought to make tfisir bed eheets out of. Thii material uould rrlhitanas it uas ulashed.

tdashing clothes uras an':aIl day event" o Ptn fieuourd set uater boiling and then theuater urourd be poured into urash tuLs, rn" ,nit"-"i"InJJ-;;d; be scrubbed then boired. Thecorored cLothes arso u,ould be scrubbed bui *re .quarity of *reir ioi;ffiily;"r"0]"i"iiinJ""an impossibility" These ladies recalled uith dry qrr""reni'ir," p"ourem of rinsing the orothes.It seems that they all three had mother",na insteted that the final rinse uater be perfactlyclear before the clothes courd be considpreo cr'JI;;'-r,r"ili"ii; ;;if-";-rJ;JIe ,"t"", rhismeant lots of trips to the uel.I, u.,ar'EEt EnLs

lvliss Leda used to uaLk tuo miles back and forth to Lllley,s HaII, This school 1asted fourmonths out or the vear. From Novemu"" *,"orgi r"u"r1"y, 
"r,"-i"; l;;'Lii:i;; ]" r,"" teacher inthat one room schoor" Al1ie Roberson uras allo one gf fii";li"J"re teaohers, flliss Ledq raeaLl.edher because the year that Alrie nouerson-r""-t"""ir""t""r-f,li]]'r"0";;;-;i;"t prize in theschool- spelling bee' 0n the rast day or scnoei, thege urourd be fgstiviti;;, - 

in""" uas a epeak-er in the mornins, then a picnic forioued uv i-;";;;i-pi;;.-;;";;;;i;;-;;;."" dance urouldhighlight the day.
ulhen schoor u'rasnlt in sessionr- thera rrlas prenty to do, lylisa Leda rooped tobacco for fiftycents a day and picked cotton for fifty cents per hundgad, There uere circuoee thet came tottJilliamston about onc€, a year and u"uaily som' neighbor uould ;;"-;';";;;";;; of childrento see that.
A big project on her fatherrs farm ulas making honey, Her father ulourd put sulpher coatedsotton stieks up into one harf of his 

"onr" io'"r.iir arl: . ths,, bees, r;, it^ --ih"n 
neighborstrroufd be invited over to squeeze the honey ori.--R-party rorio l"-r"ol *i or',gr," "r"nt. Theuax from the hives uas merted, put in p.n", and sord in touln"l,liss Leda malried lvlr' Hoyt lvlanning in't9rd.-ih;y-;";-il;. chirdren. The first, born in1e23, died' Their next chird, E.H. l'raniin;,-;;; born in-igzi,- il-i;;il"r,r".'"Hrit had rost hissisht compretelv. rn Le.e, a daushre, srii"-(,";"-R";;ii-i"ravl, ,;;-;";;: 'ii"ir-L"[""r,rio,

Leda Faye (ltlrs" Reg Coltrain), uras .born in tgSS.
lYliss Leda and lvlr' Hoyt lived then, 

"no "liii do norri in the house that trtr. Hoytrs fatherpurchased from lYliss Ledats mothqr in 1902. 5o nour Flips Leda lives ln thelauee that her mother ,spent her'childhood in. One of the memorfes-tnaq P|lEs Leda has from her early yeafs of mar-riase uas of an ice box that they had prr"n.""J-rr,"I-ii";;i";;; Ice co. began operation, Theice box u;as replaced by a Kerosine refrigerator urhich tney r<apt until 1934; tn tr,at year,vepco brousht electric right to Farm Lif;, oiss Leda has eepn'*";;"iiJiJl'r-r'i.,"r rife tims.But none is more evident in her mind than'tre cnaif;-ir-r"i"ils"'"ttirB - especiarry in bathingsuits' Stvres todav present quite a contrast t;l;; i;";:;;"irnn", broomers and middy blousesshe remembere ueaping trlhern she and her friends uJourd visit Rayrs Beach.lYliss Leda attributes many things to her long pleasant riie" But most of arr, she stressedthe good fortune.of her family. Her-child"""r-"rr marriedr read happy lives of their ouin, fvlissLeda rinds that the love in hlr family i" i"l"ipensible 
""0-*'"t ;;;'";;;-irlnocnirdren andfive great grandchildren have brought both she and ltlr. lloyt much happiness"

I

I"". Leda (firs" Hoyt) fianning
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lylqs" Chrisqie Smith
It/illiameton (gkeuarky Area)

Born in a loq cabin in the Skeuarky Church area, lvhsn Chrissie Smithrs birth datesback to February 19, LBB6. Her parents uere John and Patty Bouen fiizelLe. The tenth ofBreuen childrenl firs' smith did not knoul her parents tue}I" Her mother died of of unknoulneausBB; lYlrs" smith thinks it tr;as tuberculosis but does not knour for surse John lvlizellecontinued to farp and ulorkEd in a cottsn miIl" There he injurqd himserf and died as arPqult" ltlps. smith along uith severat of her brothees and "i"te"", ulent to an orphanage.Tulo of her siblings uho did not go to the orphanage urere her eldest brother Jim, uho uasmarried and her younEsr sister, ulho ulas the youngest child in the family. Her name uas0laude and she lived ulith Jim until_ she uras g"orn"

fllrp' Smith uras about five rrlhen she entered the orphanage and she stayed there untilthe aga of nine' At that time, she ulas seleeted by [Ylr. Squire Adams and his rrlife uho livedngar Higkory, to come into theif home in the eapacity of housa keeper. She kept the house,u31t<e! in the garden and did odd jobs for the Adams family" Houlevere the Adamses urere anelderly couple and there rrlas not in "x"""" amount of r.,rork, so lvlrs, smith often r""i-""a-"helped qome of the neighbors" The Adamses adopted her and she recalred many preasant ex-periences urhile living ulith them. '

fvlrs" Smith attended a school operated by a l,lr" Plurehison. she rrra].ked about turo milestp get to it. She attended this schoor on a fairry regurar basis; this,,ra" quii";-";;il;,for the day. t/hiLe in schoo.l-e she made the acquaintanJe of ooiu" Kirlian, a schoolmate,tdho shq later married" The courtship of lYlrs. dmith and Dorus i"-i"tr"";i"; ;"'it'rJ"-on"eesantielly by mail. lvlr, Killian did try to visit, but his visits uere DarB" 0n oneoceasion uhen firs. Smith uJas xecuperating from a broken 1eg, llr. Adams refused to permitfir" Killian tc Eo up to her room to give her his regards. lvlrso Smith said that on the mat-ter of her relationship uith men, [Ylr" Adams uas qui[e strict. i; ;;; r"i-tf,i" reason thattheir friendship uJas left to develop through the mail* One letter containea a proposaL ofmarriage and Mrs, Smith accepted"

She and Dorus urBre married and farmed near Hickory. Her life ulhen marriad 6as muchthe same as it had been rrrhen living urith thp Adamses. tvlrs. sriii-n]ip"o"Iir"n] tr," ,"",
otnt-uhich. rrue greu everything but tobaccotr. She made mol-asse$ from nore g"ou,n-;"n"-.nJ-eold that along uith blaek berries. The only source of recreation uJas giirg to crrurch.[lrs. Smith had one chiId, a daughter. Both lhe daughter and lvlr. Killian diad. frr"""-Snitneold the farm,

$he and fllr. Smith llved in Elizabeth City. He died after only five yBars of marriage.Mrs" Smith said, rrhe ulas a goqd manr* 
"nd 

h" helped her arouni tn" house.

lYlrs. Smith next rrlent to liva uith wlaude (Hrs" Gborge 0uttand) in UJoodkrd, Then she
oame bqck pnd lived rrlith Ethel Rogers and stayed there in Bear Grass until she entered
fha {vlartin County Home, ulhere she noul resides"

Notrl her favorite hobby is listening to the piano and she reads the Enterpriee andhEr Bible. A Christian uromanr [Ylre.. Smith says she doesnrt knou ruhy she #;-md*"; -

flong but she said, ttl just try to pray and do the best I cann*



lvlrs. lYlamie Greene Taylor
l.rlilliamston, N.C.

lvlrs. fiamie Greene Taylor u,as born in the Bear Grass Tournship on 0ctober IL, 1gg7, to Ljil}lam
fiarion Greere and Ida Peele Gtreene. She uas the oldest of six girls and three boys. gne brothgr
drorrlned at an eatrIy age. Today onE brother and thres sisters live in RobersonvilJ.e, and one broth_er and one sister live in lrlhitaville.

Her father uas a fqrmer mostly, but also ounsd a merchandise and grocery store on Main St. inRobersonville. The Greene family ueps Primitive Baptist. During her chiLdhood, lvtrs Taylor re-
members the "good tlmesrr, uhich included Ice Cream Suppers, Square Dances, Candy parties, Quilt-ings, and Corn Shuekings ulhich uere usually at night. Usually rrline made on the farm uas servedr
Also there uretrB Sunday afternoon buggy rides rrlith boy friends and other family members and friands,
She laughed and said that in betueen times they rrrorked a little.,

lYlrs. Taylorts fathDr, a.tobacco farmerr greuJ the first tobacco that rrlas grou;n in this area onthe Statiton Farm on Highrrlay #L?,
It u:as interesting to note that Dr. Cecil Taylorts father and wlr. Joe Taylor u,er6 brothers,

and that Dr. Taylorrs mother and llrs. Taylor uere sisters. Also of interest is that tha late
lvlr. John Henry Eduardsr mother Fnd ltlr. Joe Taylor uers brothers and sisters; ltlr. Homer Barnhil]ts
mother u,as a sj-ster of llD. Joe TayIorS Plrs. Taylor and her husband had the same graat-grandfather-
lvlr. lvlalachi Greena.

lvlrs. Taylor uas educated at the Bear Grass Academy, the 01d U/illiamston Academy ulhich uaslocated uhere thE current Church Street School is, the Buies Creek Academy, and the Littleton
Female lvlethodist College.

lvlamie Graene uas married to Joe Taylor on [tlarch 4, 1908. They lived in the home of her par-ents. Not long after theif merrj.age her fBthar planned to help them build a home, but he diedbefore plans uere completpd so they continued to live rrrith her mother in the same house in Uhichshe uras born. Her husband, fllr. Joe Taylor died in 1933 only ten years after her fatheri s death.It uias some time after her husbandre death that she decided to have the home remodelad.
During her married l,ifa to fllr. Taylor, Fhe remembsrs that mostly',she cooked, rrlashed dishes,

and took care of the children. She did her oun setuing, but urith help- She crocheted some but didnot learn to knit. She play hymns on the pieno and they used to gather around and have a good
time singing hymns. Some of the big events of har day trlere quiltings and rug turfinge'.rrlhich
uiexe usually all day affairs rlith dinner, horse races, and baseball games. On" particular base-ball game she remembers ujas rrlhen her husband uas the ulinning pitcher against the ldashington team.
That rrlas a big day, she said. There rrlas other entertainment r,ihich incl-uded the Chatugua, rrlhich
uas a combination of stories and advertiEEments, the Lantef?i- Shorrls in the Community, ind theVictrola for playing repords, She and her husband had an Edison Victrola soon after they ulere
married.

lvlrs. Taylor joined the churph rrlhile she ulas a studeqt at the Buies Creek Academy and later
moved her mambership to rrlhat is nou, the tlilliamston memdriaf Baptist Church about l9OS, rrhgts
she remains a member and attenda as hor health permits.

lYlr. and firs. Taylor had five children: Fred, Ralph, EIi lYlarion, wlamie C1yde, and Xennie.
Four of the chiLdren and their families are msmbers of tha fiemorial Baptist Church

Today fYlrs. Taylor, at age 87, still livee at the same place she uras born. Living rrlith her
are her sons Fredr and Ralph and his trrifel llary Uirginia. For 33 years Ralph and fllary Vinginia
have made their home ulith her. tulrs, Taylor noted that both Fred and ELi wlarion urere in tfremilitary during the uarl and that Eli flarion urent all the uray to t,he Russian border during thistime. lvlrs. Taylor hae five grandchildren, fgur boys, trrlo of rrlhom are adopted blood brothegs,
and one girl. She has one great grandchild, lvlary Lynn Cherry.

Near tha Taylor homE is a family cemetery rrlhere several family members are buried, includingher husband, lvlr. Joe Taylor, his parents, tuo brothers, a sister, and [vlr. Taylorsi,fraternal grand-parents. Also the parents of Dr. Cecil Taylor and the parents of lvlr. John Henry Edurards are
buried there. Plans are for l.lrs. Taylor to bp buried there aLso. Extending back beyond the
family cemetery is a spot ulhEre several slavqs uho rrlorked on Lhe Taylor farm are buried.



(

Mrs. EIla Holliday Ulck
Jamesville

Another lady found in tha search for Bicentennial Queens is firs, EIla Vick. She haerived ln Jamesville most of her rife since her birth there Januery 15, lgg0; Her father
farmed in Jamesvillee N. C. She had trrlo brothers, Billy and ser,rood uho ulera both younger
than she. ltlDs. Vigk and her brqthers uisnt to school during her earlier years. They at-tended on an lrqegular basis; she saidrttue ulgnt anyu,ay u,B couldft. gne Lc f,"" ro"i'ori-standing memoFiEs of her sohool life uas that she and her brothers had ferrr cfotnes to-urear" t/hile a young girl.; she joined the Roanoke Christian Disciple Church.

hlhen her mother died of dropaie, lYlrs. Vick lived urith her Aunt Sarly Francis Anga.During this tima she served the community aa a nurse, tar<inf-care of peopJ.e in tha area(shp uas not professlonally trained)" frfnii" "ff tfi" ulap taking plaee, Bobby and Serrroodulere painting houses.
EvpntugJ,ly lths, Uick moved to Jacksonville uhpre shp uorked in Rosemary flitls" Thereshe met and meHied Councir vick., He u,as a native of Jacksonuille" 'She doisnst knou thadatB of their marriage and Blbre records have been lbst" At this point, nri, ui"[ ""0 

-
her lusband movpd to Nerrppmer,,Virginia uhere they 11U,ad ruith his fathet, grth h"i nr"A"nOand fathgr-in-.Lau, farmed" !lrs; Uick heJ-ped rrllth the farm qnd especially a"rigni"a i;-;;;
Sries of an ex she usgd for plorrling. Counoil Uick had " "i"oL"- 

and died. firs, Vipk movedback to Jameeville. and took up residence in her motl'ierfs house. She oontacted TuberculosiEand spent the next years back and forth betureen the Sanatarium in tdilson 
"nO-ih"-|r|;;;;;----

::::]r!:'iiru noy.r*y": at the county Home. she has no ramiry" ,;" ;.;. ;;J;. ",chil'dren" she said that she had no time for a family" l/hat tLme 
"n" 

JiJnri 
"irno 

qrorking
on- the farm, she spent taking carE of sick neighbors. Noru she spends her time reqding.But-her eyes make this difficult. 5tir1, she r"n.g"" to read tn! aibrer-""p".i.rry tf,e
FEaLms

I



fllrs. fllary hlynn
Cameoville, N.C.

Ilary filtlrs. 
J"ptt iltlynn represents a speciar element of lvlartin County society" She, rike

moEt of. the people born more than fifty years ago has no more than an approximation of her?9Br Thoee ulho knoul her, knou that she is at lEast ninety" Her daughter-in-1aul, ulith ulhomshe noul liues, says that she is 93. fiary has no idea ulho her p"""n[i ,""", ;;; is not anative of lvlartin County. She uas born in Cresuell, There, she u1as ttpassed,r f"or-nor", [ohouse to do housekeeping or fdrm labor. This rrlas not at alI an uncommon fate for children,especially black chi.Idranz during this time. She best expressed it by saying that back thenmost folks. ilgrabbed a baby and raised itrr. 0n1y one of these families stands out in plaryrs
mamory. This ruas the family of fiiIIie Cabarrus, rriith uihom she ]ivsd unti] she married.

. fvlary met Jep llynn uho also lived in cresurell, They rrlefe married in a Baptist churchthece and therE are no records of that 6uent eithar" lYlary jugt knouq that her marriagetook plaoe ita 
.Iong. time_agort, After their marriage, she and Jep lived rrlith Laura llcCray.

They had one daughter, Ida lYlae"

llary and Jep then moved to Jamesvirlp. Againl lYlary has no record of rrlhen this movegas made' l/hen they arrived, fllary uas hirad for farm labor at differEnt farms in the ar6a;Jep_seoured employment at simonts fiirl. Ida fllae did house uor,kr t/hire thay uere in James-ville, a eon, Raymond, ulas born to fiary and Jep.

flary remembere ngthing of major events occurring in fllartin Coun,ty" She did recall hear-lng the men talk about the Second !/orld Ltar but she iever paid attention to the conversations
because they never affeeted her. She continued to do farm ulork as 16nO as Ehe ulas able.
Ida.fllae.married and moved to Greensboroo Raymond is nour dead but he mirried matfie-6,nn 

"nOit is: trlith her that lttary nour lives on one of Carlyle fllanningts farms.


