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R.W. Buss (a mid
GOLD. TOBACCO

SMOKE TO GOLD

A wager between eueen Elizabeth and Sir \Talter Raleigh is recounted in the "EPISTOLAE Ho-

ELIANAE", London, 16)0 byJames Howell. Raleigh declared that he would weigh the smoke of a pipeful of

tobacco. First he weighed the tobacco, then the ashes - the difference he contended, was the weight of the

smoke. 
,,Many an alfhemisr," exclaimed the surprised Queen, "hath turned their gold to smoke' but you

are the first to turn smoke to gold!"
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INTRODUCTION
You cannot drive down any road in eastern Nonh Carolina inJuly or

August and not see long rows of green tobacco plants waving in the

summer breeze . These plants are a beautiful sight to the farmer as he

looks out at his fields, but he doesn't just see green leaves, but instead

he sees shoes for his children, a new stove for his wife , or a new Ford

pick-up truck he's been wanting to buy. This is because in eastern

North Carolina, tobacco is synonymous with money and it's the back-

bone of the economy in our country.

It is for this reason that I have had my Sth grade students, all rural

kids, take a new look at this "weed" they work in so diligently each

summer, and to see a new aspect of its culture . These young people have

taken tobacco pretty much for granted and have never really known how

it all started here in Martin County. They just know that it has been

here as long as they have .

I felt that this was the opportune time for them to get information
from people still living, who still remember how it was working in
tobacco in the "old davs". In a few years many of these people will be

gone and with them so many delightful stories about tobacco that we

might never have known about. For instance, I doubt in a few years any

body in Manin County would have remembered hearing about the

mule in Griffins Township that shared a chew of tobacco with the far-

mer who was plowing with him, or the intricate method the farmers of
rhat section of the county had in "checkering" the fields for planting.

We wonder how many more stories there are like these that no one evet

wrote down which are alread,v lost to us now!

I have been teaching school for 14 years and seeing the completion of
rhis book is one of the greatest thrills of my teaching career. Working

with this group of young people has been a marvelous experience and

has proven a point I've long known to be true, that young people are a

r.ital part of our society and are the greatest untapped resource we have

in our country today. These young authors are leaving part of them-

selves for future generations to be nefit from. They have touched my life
in a special way and I feel much richer for having known them!

Elizabeth Roberson
\Williamston, N.C.

r978



METHODS OF TRANSPORTING
TOBACCO TO MARKET

"Tobacco bas eaer calmed the tboughts
And Soothed the aching brow

Ofmenfor ages past and gone,
And gladdens millions naut. "

Anonlmous

Pope Urban VIII deueed er.-
communication from tbe church to all
snuff users/

In Russian in 1634, tbere uas a penalQ of
cutting off the nose of a person smoking
tobacco /

(lllustration from Melvin Herndon's Tobacco in Colonial Virginia. \flilliamsburg,
Virginia: The Virginia llOth Anniversary Celebration Corporation, 1957. Used by per-
mission from the JAMESTO\X/N-YORKTOV/N FOUNDATION.)

King James I of England. "Tobacco is
loathsorne to tlte eye, hateful to tbe nose,

barmful to tbe brain and dangerous to the
lungs. "

In "NEW BOOK OF PLANTS". u,ritten
in l,ttin b1 the botanist Mattbias de Lobel
in 1570, tobacco was called ("lndorum
sana sancla"), the hollt, healing plant of
the Indians.

A phl,sician Beintemar of Palma, wrote in
1650 "Smoking is a necessitlt for a per-
son engaged in studlt - it stimulates the in-
tellect and reuittes the spirit shouU
las.situde .ret in. "

Edmund Gardiner in his "TRIAL OF
TOBACCO" - 1610, urate the epitaph

for a social smoker wbo bad passed awa1, It
read like this:

Here lietb he, had liued longer
,f

He had not cbokt himself uith
a Tobbaco wbiff.

In Earope it was known as the "hol1t
herb' '.
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TOBACCO COMES TO CAROLINA,
BRINGING SMOKE AND GOLD

by

Stephen Klinedinst
Tobacco was unquestionably a New World American Indian plant.

,:: "first encounter of the smoking kind" was Columbus' sighting of
,roke-breathing natives" in the \West Indies. The Spaniards called

::.. weed they used in smoking, "tobacco." The word "tobacco"
- ::1es from the Hebrew word, "tob (bonus), Ach (fumu$, A (ejis),

'- :rch means, "Good is the smoke thereof. "
In i ) 8), Sir \Walter Raleigh sent a group of men to what is now North

-.rolina, looking for a place to begin an English colony in the New
.i rrld. This first expedition was very much impressed with the land
.:rv found, and they went back to England to report their findings to

-.."ieigh and Queen Elizabeth. They took with them some of the
:ie asures" they had found in the New \World. It consisted of a few

:rarls, some Indian corn, some dried tobacco leaves, and some tobacco
,:eds. Since the Queen had hoped for a big gold strike, she wasn't very
.:rpressed with what they brought her. Little did she know that the
: -,lonist bad struck gold; not the mineral, but the "golden weed" !

Sir \flalter Raleigh planted some of the seeds brought back to
Ingland, and the tobacco grew well, since Raleigh seemed ro have a

:.arural instinct about growing it. He became an enthusiastic smoker

"nd was one of the first to smoke publicly in the streers of London,
:ruch to the amazement of the people. Smoking soon became
:ashionable among "persons of quality" and became a very popular
:abit. It was also an expensive one since a pound of tobacco was equal
:r a pound of silver coins, which by today's standards would be wonh

"rout $ 12 1. !

One evening Raleigh was sitting in his room taking a little smoke. His
lin-ant was bringing him some ale and when he got into the room and

-:und a wreath of smoke around his masrer's head, he thought he was

- n fire I Quickly he threw the ale he was carying on Raleigh's head to
:ur out the fire . He not only wet Raleigh's pipe tobacco, bur his spirits
- ii'eil!

-\fter Queen Elizabeth died, James I became King of England. He
:ared smoking and tried to ban it in England. Some hisrorians believe
:hat James blamed Sir \Walter Raleigh for the popularity of smoking in
England and that he actually hastene d his execution because of it. James
:,rdered Raleigh's execurion and ir has been said that Raleigh smoked
:,ne or rwo pipes of tobacco on the morning of his execution!

After the death of Raleigh, the people in Jamestown made a

ri,ro6ing business of tobacco. They used it in trade and commerce as a

:edium of exchange. For instance, a clergyman was paid 16,000

:,:,unds of tobacco a year for his work. He was paid an additional400
:,runds for a funeral service and 200 pounds for a wedding ceremony.

Tre price of rum was set at 21 pounds of tobacco per gallon!

Sir \Walter Raieigh, founder of English
colony on Roanoke Island in 1587.
Credited with beginning the tobacco in-
dustry in America.

An actual photograph of Sir Valter
Raleigh's tobacco pouch.
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'l -n;,::,: B-x:;e:t :x r,: Et:.,:,,,1;::
O.\' IHE UFE T]EALTH IrZ-i'AS.

d,\DDE{ Tlt OF t{At;''- 1685, sad,
"Notbing serues life and soundness of

body so uell aor is so ttecessary as lbe
smoke of the royal plalt, tobacco/"

One of the earlbst ?nefi to urite about tbe
airlues of tobacco uas Francisco Her-
naados, pbysbian to Phillip II of Spain in
tbe 16th Centuryt. He urote tbat uhen
tobacco smoke uas "sualloued tbrougb
tbe moulh, it genlfu sootbes tbe sense of
all labor and fatigae, " No one since tben
has macb improued on bis obseraation!

In ine X6i0 s. people tio'::r Vrrgrnra l;s::: -:r:_ --:--: -r^_:r::.aile
region, of s'har was ro iarer become Nonh ca-rotrina Tjle,, *e:e illd noc
to planr robacco and be in competition wrrh Vrrginia Since rhese
people in carolina had been accustomed to growing robacco however, it
was only natural for them ro conrinue doing so. In 1663, King charles
II confirmed the chafter for the Lords proprietors to semle in Nonh
carolina. At first the Proprietors would not let the people in their
colony plant tobacco, but they later changed their minds when they saw
the vast fields of green and gold and realized that it could really be
profitable for them.

Developing the tobacco industry in North carolina was an "up-hill"
fight from the beginning because there were no roads on which
hogsheads could be transported, or harbors from which to ship them.
Therefore , the carolinians at first exponed their tobacco from virginia
pons, but the virginians began to refuse them this privilege sinci the
tobacco from carolina was selling better than theirs. They finally
prohibited any tobacco from carolina to be brought into virginia ex-
cept for paymenr of a debt. virginia often referred to the Albemarle
sound region as "Rogues Harbor", showing the resentment they felt
for the people there .

At this time traders from New England became interested in the

-tobacco_ 
business, seeing a chance to make money by carrying it out of

North carolina for the farmers there. They sailed down to ihetarolinas
in shoal-draft boats that could navigate in the shallow sounds and rivers
and transpomed the tobacco out of the country. They did this in de-
fiance of the Navigation Acts and the prantation Act passed by
Parliament, taxing robacco shipped from one colony to another. They
evaded this tax and would smuggle the tobacco to ocean-going ships

"Tbe Tobacco
posed b1 Bach
pipe.

Pipe" uas an aria com-
dedbated to bis faaorite

Tobacco Being Shipped from
an Early Colonial Port.
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-.: . ::unrries in Europe. Without the heip of rhese

" I r - ..- : :: : acco inciustry in Nonh Carolina would have got-

" - - - r::: start. The people of lt[orth Carolina were verT
" : : ::.: ;rd some people called them "The Saints of Nclv

' - = , tl'arolrnas split up and became seperate staees. North
- '- :.: green rhumbs" however, and made a booming

. . -: Thev also developed good roads and poxs in *rder
- . - ' l:-den weed". They didn't have to have New Eng-

- -.i:-.e rt for them any longer. Roads were useci for roiling
,. - : : r3.:f, to market. By end of the 1700's, tobacco produc-

, - , :.:. -:creased, so rhar by the mid 1800's, ir had beccme a
- - - ".r .ai brought about the beginning of cities such as

" "- , .,!:::,Salem,andothers.
, ' : i -,,:,ci climate and soil that was suitable for growing tohac-

- :; -- - -:rproved harvesting and curing methods, the tobacco rn-

,:i :,-r ruie over the tobacco world, trut the "tarheels" are

- - ' , '-: :r.e now! North Carolina has grown to be the biggest and
: - -:.: ,:f flue-cured tobacco in the nation. It seerns ironic that ar
- : ::; peopie of North Carolina couldn't ship their tobacco at

-' - ,.. * tociav, they can't ship it fast enough to mret the ciemands

- ::f rhe world!
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OLD TCIBACCA BffLAFSALP
*pter*be.r 1775

3,644\bs. - 61,022.4{i

dutj
enl4t fee
dralage
uarebouse /errt

2.25 - uarebotse broker
25,00 - straight commissions

Tbis bill was for a Virginia farmer named
Clopton, and is belieoed to be one oJ tbe
earliest on record. Tbis s/".aws thai there
uele ta.xes eaen in 1775/

Roanoke Wmtr#fuoffise 6

Operaing Sa[e, Aecgffist 6=fi9*2
Next Wedra*sciflv.

^;-' sltrc yotl scl1 aL thc l{ollltt'1ir: 1"V:ti-rhrrti:lt tltc T'W0 JL\'{S
-,i src that yorlr'f'ollacct,r hrinr.ls rvcry {ioiil'.r'tlra',- it is \\'(}rth.

Yours firr l-Iigh I'ric'rs,

Leggett & StetGET, E?reglrpetofis,
WIl,Ltr,\M:i'i'i ):i, i\. C
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No one really knows for sure who the very first pianter cf tohacco was

in Manin County, but it all started around the year 1889. It was xt that
time people came here frorn Granville and Casweil Counties to show
the farmers of Manin County how to grow, cultivate, and harvest the
crop. Even though tobacco was only a weed, it required special care in
all stages of growth and professional knowledge in its cultivation.

In the 1890's, Levi S.Jones of Bear Grass began to cultivare tobacco
on his farm. His daughter maried a Mr. Edward Inscoe from Henderson
who had experience in raising tobacco. He helped grow the first crops in
Bear Grass. An anicle published in a Greenville newspaper concerning
the sale of his second crop of tobacco there re ads as follov,s :

"Mr. L. S. Jones of Martin County has soid the finesr tobacco on
our market this season. He was here Friday with a lot that nerted
him over 27c.It was a big lot too! One barn sold some time ago,
netted him $208.62! This is Mr.Jones' second year af tobacco. He
cultivated 10 acres, hiring no help at ail, all the work being done
by his family. Off the 10 acres he had already sold more than
$ 1000 worth and has ove r 1 I 3 of his crops, the be st too, still cn the
ground. He says his crops will net him over $t5o per acrel Mr"
Jones is an honest, industrious farmer. His success is simply an
example of what industry will do!"

Other early farmers of tobacco in Bear Grass were State and \Watner

Bailey. Warner planted 4 acres in 1892 and sold it in Durharn for
S88r.10. \When it was first grown in this county, $81 an acrc was con-
sidered a good price for the crop. John Edward Cooke of lWilliarnston

$'as another of these early growers of tobacco. He hired a rnan from Ox-
tord to come here rn 1892 to show him how to plant tobacco. That year

he planted a few acres where the town cemetery in Williamsron is now
located.

In 1898, Roger S. Critcher carne to \X/illiamston from Granvilie
County, at the request ofJirn Staton. Little did he know the impaet his
'.'rsit to Martin County would have! Prior to his coming, there had been
-. 

e rv little tobacco grown in the county, mainly because no one knew
:rrw to go about raising it properly. As eady as 1880 only one acre of
:ibacco had been grown in Martin County and it was f,or the farrner's
-\\n use. Mr. Critcher described his coming to Martin County in this
i tr_.

l'In th. winter of rggg we laid plans for the culrivation of 50 acres
oi tobacco. Seed were sown in beds just as rhey are sown today,
and plans were laid for the consrrucrion of 10 curing barns on or
oe ar the site whereJim Staton now has a number of barns. \X/e had
'' e n- little trouble raising plants, and in due season we stafted tran-
splanting, using a peg and dropper. It was a slow method, to be
s.re , but we wefe in no big hurry, and we took great care in han-
:ling the crops. Cultivation centered around work with a hoe ro a
:re at extent to pull dirt to all sides of the stalk that new roors

William Edward Tice
1859-19 )6

Builder of the firsr rohacco 'trarn in Grif-
fins Tov'nship

E oger Criteher
18r6_1957

Mr. Critcher camr tc Williamston from
Granville County in iB98 to show the far,
mers of the area how to raise and cure
tobacco -

\frilliam Harmon Daniel
1o11 1A1 /,toa,t-r7za

First grower of Tobacco ic
Griffins Township P

11

THE FIRST GRO\TERS OF TOBACCC
IN MARTIN COLINTY

by Mariann Moore



--\AIL]OLARD'S--
Combined ilarrow and Cultivator

A Snving of One
EIorso ard'Iwo
l{orses.

\\'rrks llrtir sidcs of row
iri ,f,. Liine Brea| , tl ,r

.l,,1ls r1 tl fulri!atts {rt}r ss

rr,rr,lr rasr *s arry ordirarY

Wlrat EverY Farnler Needs
Fi,r rr)11orr d rrr arri rr$. rL '1 rir verl r)LLrg lruck gatdeuers

l.r.,l S,.ll, ,ri Lt rfrnr. ( l,"i ..' I rrr \lrrk

Al! (i!r.ls anil Sizcs 
-l'obacco Flues '(lade t' Order'

I.,r tLr nr,rtrorrar,,l lri s rL"'r'r"l'lrrss

J. [,. WOOLABD.
;J-it ri tyitliamston' N' C'

Ari,ihtr I;ii I.1rl l,i Iriuc Irt,n Jusl Ilecciretl

Tobacco FIues

might develop. The tobacco -grew 
to a considerable height and

eaJh stalk hai an average of 2, leaves. The crop was suckered

promptly, and the season was ideal. There were very few worms

ih^tyr^i, but the following year they came in great numbers' Six

weeks were required to harvest the cfop, and in Auguest of that
year, plants for marketing were well-advanced. No sale houses

wer; in this county, and the crop was cultivated on such a. small

scale at that time, that none was considered until several years

later. Graded and prepared for market, the tobacco was packed in
ciates and freighted to Rocky Mount for sale. Some was carried on

mule-drawn ve hicles to Gree nville.' '

After showing the people of the staton farm how to grow tobacco,

Mr. Critcher went to other farms in the county, instructing each one in

the culture of this most precious crop. He liked the area so much that he

moved his family from Granville county and made this his home .

The builder of the first tobacco barn in Griffins Township was

William E. Tice . The original blueprints for this barn came from Pitt

County and the brick foundation for the barn was laid by Simon Daniel

Griffin. Noah Tice , \William's son, described the barn as "having logs

of some size, which when hewn down, measured about 12 inches

square.,,The tobacco flues were not made in the county at that time,

but had to be brought here by carts from out of town. Many of the barns

were built on hillsides with the lower timbers partially buried, making

the foundation air-tight. Noah told about his father's first sale of tobac-

co.
,,pa sold his first load of tobacco for about $lo. tt was the most

money he possibly ever had ar one time , and he often told. me that

*hen thrt much money was turned over to him, he felt as if he had

robbed somebody!"

Another early grower of tobacco in Griffins Township was Noah

Daniel. He was quoted as saYing:

,,That year we planted 80 yards of tobacco seed beds for 4 acres. At
rranspl;nting time we ran the rows and then checked them with a

homimade Iontraption, making the distance between the plants

equal just as the rows were . A hole was dug and a handful of stable

-r.rri. was placed there. Using a measuring-glass, we then

poured a commercial fertilizer into the hole and covered it up.
irlr.rt, were placed by hand directly over the fertilizer. The rows

were ploweiup and down and cross, and our father saw to it that
the crop was well cultivated and done carefully too. .After we star-

ted priming tobacco, we carried leaves from the field in a home-

-^d. ,protl direct to the barn. Later we used baskets, and then the

high-bodied cart, one that would straddle the tobacco was used.

Aiong about 1908, we built two or three tobacco trucks very

similir ro those in use today and I remember very well when and

where they were built - in the community blacksmith's shop right
where Claudius Roberson lives. "

The process of looping tobacco on sdcks for curing was begun in Mar-

tin county in 1895 in Griffins Township by Mary Ann Daniel. Her

father, wiiliam Harmon Daniel had sent her to Beaufort county to

\',.r 1"r'' rrr' I (l rr r' t1il(l' l. ollfr'

S.rc,,rr t: \ ,l {)1r,'1r I:,,r L r ltirlitls

J. L. t00l ARD, - [illianrton, I. C

INYENTOR OF COMBINATION
HARRAW CULTIVATAR

In about the yar 1890, wben lobacco
ttarttJ beitB grou n in larBer quanlities in

tbe count-y. JosePh Woolard and his
brother', Jattes Asa inoented and began

producing tbe "strdddle" plow. This plow

uas an improrerilent otter the old cotten
and lurning plows since it cultioated both
\:J/s a.l tt ruu..il !lte same lime

Atl of the iron used on the Plous uas

lLand u:rought rt,ith a band operated

beilt;ws, Wttolard and his tt'orhers tttere

abie lo mcke about fiue plows a day and

solr.l ibernfor about fi3,50 each/
It is tltought tL;at Jaseph Woolard made

tite first tobacco t'htes in the counl,y, euen

thougb tbis tunnot be uerified He not only
weiie 1:lou,s aui lobacco Jlues, bat also

iobli-co lrstcks, utagons, and carls.

t2



ie arn this method from people there who knew the skill. This method
sai'ed a great deal of time since the first method used had been to cut
ihe whole stalk and cure all the leaves at once . The second me thod used

','as the breaking of the leaves and then sewing them on sticks with a

:eecile and thread. The looping method learned by Mary ,A.nn simply

-rvolved looping the string around each leaf of tobacco so that it was

relC firrnly on the stick. It took skillful hands to loop the tobacco

,s fast as it was handed to you by several "handers", but people soon

:;ught on to the method and used it untii a few years ago when the bulk
:,rn method was begun.

Ir an interview with Mary Ann in L9T, she told about the early

- *1:ivation of tobacco on her farm and how they transplanted the tobac-

iiom seed beds to the fields. She said,

''We took biscuit pans, wash pans, and all other pans on the plan-
:arion and with a spoon we dug the plants up and placed them in
pans, carrying them in small numbers to the field. Every plant had
some dirt left around the roots. By doing it this way, there was very
,rrtle need for transplanting. "

Thrs method was discontinued however, and the first mechanical

:.rsplanter was used in Martin County in I900.
lhere were other farmers in Martin County who were among those

.-:,: io grow the "Golden'Weed". Some of them wereJohn Manning,
:.i:on Burroughs, H. P. Hedgepeth,John D. Simpson, Simon Griffin,

.: :..|im Manning. It really doesn't matter who the first one was to grow
' ri.co, but the important thing is that tobacco did come to Martin

..rt\'. bringing a new prosperity to the people who live here . Soon af-
':: r: rl'as planted and shown to be successful, it became one of the

.. ,: crops of the area. The people of Martin County have become very

- ::nde nt ori tobacco for money and it is hoped that the work these

.. . pioneers in tobacco cultivation in Martin County did, hasn't been

-:hing!

Levi Staton Jones
1849 1904

,.., rhe first grower of tobacco in Bear Grass Township. He is shown
, ..:ie . Chrissie at the old homeplace in Bear Grass.

JohnJordan Manning
1866-194x

HarmonJames' Jirn" lr{aanlng

rgt6-191.5

Mary Ann Daniel
t875 tq66

Mary Ann was the daugliter of Wiiiiain
Harmon Daniel. He sent her to Beaufort
Countv to learn how to "loop" tobacco
and she brought this skill to A{anin
County.
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Dixia Warehouse
}{ISTCRY CF STILLIAMSTON TOBACCO MARKET
'^Irr Or:tc'ber, L!01, a group of citizens met in\X/illiamston to plan a

tobacco market. The meeting was held in the Roanoke Hotel (later
named the Ge<lrge Reynoids Hotel.) Seven thousand dollars was sub-
scribecl to buiid and establish a market in Wiliiamston. It was reported
rhat ti-re rneeting was enthusiatic and weii attended. The officers who
were riecrcd were : Dennis S. Biggs, President - Alonzo Hassell, Vice-
Frelidenr - Asa T. Crawford, Secretary - W. A" Ellison, Treasurer"

'fhis grr:up was called the \Tilliarnston lWarehouse Company. Several
rrrcrntirs l.ater, a contract was awarded to D. J. Rose of Rocky Mount and
Eli Gu.rganus c,f S7iiiianiston to biriid the warehouse. The price was ro
be $9,i23. The conrract stated that the warehouse was to be finished in
Auguist i902" The deadline was mcr and rwo warehouses, the Roanoke
anrl tire Dixie were open and ready for business. in back of these
warrhouses were 3 prize houses (2 story structures with a one-story
jr*p )'Ali vsere built for less than $10,000. One of these "prize"
houses later w'as used for the town's first pcwer plant. The second bur-
ned and the third is stiil a paft of the \X/. I. Skinner Tobacco Com-
pafly.''

i-"he Dixre Warehouse was operared by E" L. Morgan.
The Roanoke :iTarehouse was operated by J. G. Staton and Jim

Leggert.
j'hes* r',./o were later combined into the Roanoke-Dixie \Tarehouse .

The Wiiliamston market was one of the leading markets in this belt
and iras had one of rhe strongest warehouse organizations of the state .
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OPENING OF FIRST TOBACCO MARKET
IN STILLIAMSTON

Editoral from THE ENTERPRISE - August l, 1902

"Next \Tednesday, August 6, is the opening day for the \Williamston

robacco market. Nearly every man, woman and child, both white and

:lack have been looking forward to this day since last Christmas, and as

:he day draws nearer, the interest and enthusiasm runs higher, 'till now,

-nlv 5 days before the long-looked-for day shall arrive, everything is

.-most at white heat. There are all kinds of estimates as to the number

,: pounds that will be sold the first day, and some (who can't tell
.:erher there are 1,000 acres or 20,000 acres planted in tobacco in the

-:ntv), will name some amount the first they think of, and will "Bet"
- - .: ir will be the amount sold.

- re Enterprise is pleased to see this interest manifested, it goes to

: : . '. r that the people are united in the effort to establish a market, and

: .: evervbody is interested in and working for the success of anything,
' . : rfforts will surely be blest. "

-E OPENING OF THE FIRST MARKET IN
\TILLIAMSTON - AUGUST, r9o2

Reprinted From
THE ENTERPRISE, August 8, t902

- :: long looked for day arrived at last. For several days prior to the

. -- 
- . r- l dav, the question everyone was asking was, 'how much tobacco

Financial Report from 1902

BANK oF MARTTN CouNTY.
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Main Street in Y/iiliarriston as it looked in 1907.



,.Talk is Cheap..
It takes lUouev tobuy 'BACCO. this is
what n.e us., 61 1!1s_--_--_-_.--

ROAt\IOKE
WAREHOUSE.

LEGGETT & STATON" Props.
\T'ILLIA!dSTO\, S C. :

Opeuing Sale August 6th. rgo:.
I)r.in't Forget the I)ate.

Aclvertisement for opening sale on
August 6, 19A2. This was rhe firsr year the
tobacco market opened in Williamston.

Farcmers !

do you think will be sold the opening day?'Everyone had his answer
and scarcely any rwo were alike. Everybody thought there would be a
goodly showing and were in high spirits. But late Tuesday evening the
confidence of the majority of the town people began ro wene, and
frequently one could hear an expression of doubt as ro rhe success of the
opening. But on the following morning, the day looked for and much
talked about, there was a grea;t change in the expressions heard.
Everybody was confident of a big day. The warehouses were full of
wagons and carts loaderi wi*r the golden weed, and others were con-
stantly arriving. It was after 12 o'clock when the last came in. Seven
counties represented : Edgecornbe, Pitr, Beaufort, $Tashington, Beftie,
Lenoir, and Martin.

The Morgan l7arehouse secured the first sale and prompty at 11

A.M. the auburn head of E. L. Morgan was seen to bob up above the
vast crowd that thronged the Morgan \Tarehouse, and with a whoop
and shout the crowd was quieted a little and ir was rhen Mr. Morgan
invited the Honorable Harry W. Stubbs to exrend to rhe farmers and
visitors a welcome to rhe Wiiiiamston marke t.

In his usual flee and easy way Mr. Stubbs extended the welcome as no
other rnan could. The welcome was rhe best ever heard on the opening
of any rnarket. It was short and to rhe point, and the people who heard
it knew they were as welcome as though he had spoken for an hour.

Scme of the oldest tobacco men in the State were on the rnarket, and
pronounced it the finest opening they had ever seen! Several visiting
tobacco rnen said that the tobacco was selling for one and a half to three
cents a pound higher than they had ever seen it sell "an!ryhere, under
any conditions. Your totracco market wili be a success. "

The amount of tobacco sold was about 60,000 pounds and the
average price paid was 10 cents a pound. The proprietors of both houses
did everything in their power to make the sales a success, and how ad-
mirably they succeeded the prices obtained will tell. One genrleman
turned his tags, and when asked the cause, said he was not satisfied. He
was heard to say, 'I got too much; I never got over 6 cents for this grade
in my life, and this sold for 8Yz' .

The prices were high and everybody went home with more money
than they had expected to get.

All the buyers were hot and were going their limit. The American
and the imperial Tobacco Co's rnen wenr their limit on every pile. The
sales were the hottest the writer has ever seen; it looked like the buyers
thought there was not another pound in the country.

A large delegation of tobacco men from Rocky Mount and Greenville
were on hand, and several of them were heard to say that the prices were
too high for thern, that they could buy cheaper on rheir own markets.

It was an aw{uliy hot dav, and the buyers and auctioneers suffered
from the heat. Mr. J. C. McAdams, one of the buyers had to be caried
to the hotel, nearly prosffated from heat.

Mr. Bunon, Aucioneer f,rr \Ifl. T' Lipscomb and Co., Greenville,
N"C. was here and spelled each of the buyers forseveral rows. He is an
auctioneer ofrare ability and is hard to bear. "

:l :.! (rc rri\in( i .6t dl t.r)A... llir t..r

Don't forga to Insure your Pack House

An lnvqtrnst c{ a fcw dollar wtth us fiay uee yo! fronayr

slli,n los.r nitrrl. lr,.(r..

N.,l$ *.iicrrcr:tli.g er. lno*r.! l-ruF

O6cG in N.e Balt Erinlibg

ED. F. HUI.'FINES & CO.,

Early Adve niseme nt far Tobacco In-
surance 1903

Jusi Rtccivtrl A

CAR LOAD
Nova Scotia Paris Creen l{ixture.

I':.r.ir.l (.:. ":i. i
ri.! -.-::r: '

T-:-- - t\ :-
..:

flir'. rt a tr:el

Fi. S. Peel & Go"

Before thc days of rnodeln insecticides,
Paris Green was used tc kiil tobacco wor-
ms on the piants. Before Paris Green was
used, turkeys were turned into the fields
to eat the worms instead!

t6



: I . .,,ELISHMENT AND GRO\TTH OF TI{E
. : :I\ COUNTY TOBACCO STAREHOUSE

COMPANY
by Harry A. Biggs

' ::.:red in THE ENTERPRISE, September 20, 1907)

- - : , . :: ning to l7illiamston after an absence of seven years - I
.';:: r:cause in truth he would be one - would notice the won-

- , ::rqht say, marvelous growth of the town. On every hand

r : " j::n marks of progress" Where years ago were fields in
- : ::..re are now as handsome residences as are to be found in

:; Nonh Carolina; in the place of the once disagreeable
-: i-':s rhe new and up to date places for the entenainment of
- -: s:de walks are paved, and the streets have been made good

.: using material which is so plentiful in our very rnidst. So

. ::ildings have been erected even on Main Street that the
- --i have to inquire for the ones for which he was looking, for

. - ::e former insignificant houses on this street, there are as

- , .-:r n'here business is carried on as are to be found in any town

: : ',I-r11iamston. Not only has there been a change in the growth
. i:.ss along these lines, the citizen himself seems to have taken
',. spirit and no longer does one see the population wandering
::i-'!. along the thoroughfare, instead however, every one has a pur-

..*. expression, one that is typical of the up-to-date century in
i .:, 1. are now living. A stranger would know that each man has

: .::lng in which he is interested and something which he is going to

.::plish. I think it is said too, that the climate of this section of the
". : ra'i improved, certainly these fine September mornings are more
' :rrating than those of the summer, which happily are a thing of the

: ., , The narural question for the stranger to ask would be : \7hat has

.,':C rhis great change in town? If he had looked when he alighted
.- :: the train he would have seen the up-to-date buildings of the Mar-

:- ,l;unty Tobacco'Warehouse Company. This had been the cause of
- - * onderful growth of \Tilliamston and financial prosperity of the

' .,: He could have easily seen that these modern, handsome tobacco
- =i::louses fepresent the progressiveness of the stockholders, most of
- -:n represent the best businessmen of Williamston. The answer to
' ., question would be then, the Martin County Tobacco Warehouse

- , :-rpany has been the cause of the change in our town!

luring the spring oi L902, the leading lights of the business world of
', --liamston formed an idea that the town should throw aside its
.:ming deadness, that it should take new life, and in view of the splen-

: : quality of tobacco grown in this section of the state, and in Manin
:nri'particularly, it was decided that a tobacco warehouse company

- -.lid be formed. In accordance with this decision, land was bought
-: :, ,.'hich to erect the buildings of the company. On the morning of
': ::.:ri day of August of that year, long before many of the residents
- :: :-iri'n had arisen, the farmers of the county, and surrounding

, -' :, i rre11, began to arrive upon the scene of action. That day was

William Sbakespeare Thackeral, the 19th
Centuryt noaelist said - "l aou and belieoe
that smoking has been one of the grealesl
creature-comforts of m1t life - a kind com-
panion, as gentle stimubnt, an amiable
anodyne, a cementer offriendshipl "

RECIPE FOR
SCENT/NG TOBACCO

For a hundredweigbt of tobacco, take 70

oz. roseleaues, 3% oz, China lea, 7712 oz.

lemon peel, 1711 oz. uiokt root, 5 oz.

cloue wood and 411 oz. cardamon.

t/



A Bill of Sale from the year 1941. New
Farrrrers \fl arehouse, \Williamston, N. C.

A Bill of Sale from the year 1933 showing
that tobacco sold for as little as 4c a

poundl

In i901, a factory was built in \I{illiam-
ston to pfocess the cured tobacco and to
pack it into hogsheads for shipment to
factories in the Piedmont, as well as to
countries like China, Japan, Germanv,
and England. It was first owned by Frank
Saunders who in turn sold it to a Mr.
Graves. lo 1921 , it was purchxed by W

J. Skinner whose descendants still own
and operate it today.

The process of preparing the tobacco in
this factory involves removing the stem

from the leaves, steaming the processed

leaves, and then Packing them into
hogsheads for shiPment.

This picture was taken in front of the fac-

torvin 1955.

the greatest \Tilliamston had seen up to that time . Prominent citizens

from all over the county came to town, even if they had been a little
slow, and had no tobacco for sale on that date , for every man in Martin

County was glad to know that the beloved county seat had got in the

lines of progress in the industrial world, and that \Tilliamston, a name

loved by every citizen in the county, had established a market where

tobacco, then a new crop, but a paying one, could be sold. Not only has

this progressiveness struck the town, but the whole of Martin County

has been benefitted by the opening of the market here . There have

been several instances where men who had been held down by debt for

years, in two years after the beginning of the raising of tobacco, paid

their indebtedness and were abie to look upon the world with a brighter

countenance , and to have more of the things of life which are not the

essentials. A visit through the county easily tells one of the prosperous

condirion of the farmers. Their crops are better cultivated, their houses

are better built, their children better dressed, and in fact, life seems

more worth the living. AII this has taken place as if by magic since the

opening of the tobacco market in August, 1902. The market has

steadily grown since its establishment and each year gives better prices

to the farmer.
Notwithstanding high prices have been paid for tobacco during the

entire time the market at \Williamston has been opened. The warehouse

men in order to show their appreciation of the trust and confidence

displayed by the farmers of the county in sending their tobacco here to

be sold from ye ar to year, are on the 2 5th of September, going to have a

Big Premium Sale. These premiums apply to the Roanoke, Dixie , and

Farrners' \Tarehouses on the \Williamston market. The market on that

date will have plenty of good lively buyers, and the warehousemen want

everybody to bring a load of tobacco. The 2)th is the date of the big

horse race and also on that date the lWilliamston Brass Band will give

selections all during the day which even critics of the art of music would

not fail to praisel

This contest is open for farmers everywhere. Everybody in the county

will be here , so let everyone else come too! Make it a general reunion

day, see all your friends in \)Tilliamston, let the saying be, "Meet me in
\Williamston at the tobacco warehouse , or the race track on the 25tht"

18



AN EARLY METHOD OF TRANSPLANTING TOBACCO

ii hand released the
1-.8 \1atef at the same

(3) As the transplanter was pulled Lrp, the
trigger and

F
1

,r*

r9

ffi

Ihe transplanter was stuck firmly into
.round and the large opening sa'

' -lq'irhwater.

(2) A tobacco plant was dropped into the
smaller opening.

&

(t) The dirt was then packed around the
plant with your foot so that the plant
would stand up and grow straight.



The Brick $(arehouse was built in Villiamston in 1917 The manager

this warehouse was W. A.James

The Farmers warehouse was built in 1910. The first proprietors of this warehouse

were Rice andJames.

The Roanoke and Dixie \iTarehouses opened in 1902, This picturc was taken around the year 1921
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and shows sales of tobacco at that time
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_ -.: - tD VS. THE NE\T IN THE CUIT'URE
OF TOBACCO

by

Susan Gibbs and Becky Harrison
"ln The Good 'Old Days"

: -. of the steps in the culture of tobacco have changed very rnuch
- . : ist fifty years, however some of the steps are done very much the

.- : -:', For instance, the planting of the seed beds was done very
- - - ...:e ir is today.

:.:si step in planting these seed beds was to clear a site for the

.-' r=j rn the woods and then burn the brush that they had cut, to
"' :; :he soil" Then the soil was plowed and fertilized. The seeds

": ,, :inv that they had to be mixed with sand, fertilizer, ashes, or

r .',:rer the seed were sown, tobacco cloth was stretched over the

., :rotect the young plants from insects and the weather which was

. .,-l at the time of the sowing. The plants stayed in the beds from 6

,.:eks, \When they were at'out 8 inches high, they were ready for
- ,:,anring into the fields.
- .: plants were set out in the fields between March 20 to early May,

r , ', an ing more than a few days each year. Before the transplanting
, rrne however, the fields were prepared by repeatedly disking or
--;;ring, and furrowing the surface soil. This was a time consuming

=rcl it took 7 mules and 7 people working all day to prepare only 3

, ":: r,f land for transplantingl
:.nspianting was done by hand. In the very early days, a stick or peg

-,:. the hole and a plant was dropped in. This operation took 3

. . :le to carry out. One person would make the hole with the peg, the
' ., . ,roe would drop the plant in it, and the third would pour water

-' *nd it and pack the dirt around it. A little later however, a metal

- - : rransplanter was invented. It had an opening through which the

: :1r was dropped. It made a hole in the soil, dropped in the plant, and
': ::.sed the proper amount of water. The worker then had to press the

around the plant with his foot. This was the beginning of
-" . .1ar;zation in the growing of tobacco. The first transplanter used in
t..:lrn County was around the year 1900 when a man, whose name is

, :..::rown to us, made a hand tobacco setter.

- he width between the rows of tobacco averaged three to four feet

. : rhe plants were set from twelve to fwenty four inches apart in the
.. This provided for from five thousand to eleven thousand plants per

:-
\orv the work really began! Even though tobacco was only a weed, it

-,r ro have tender, loving care. It had to be plowed, hoed, wormed,

:ped, and suckered. All of this was done by hand and took rnany
- ::s in the hot sun.

in the early days of growing tobacco, there were no insecticides on the
: .:ket with which to kill the tobacco worms. ln order to get rid of the
: frrrS, the farmers grew turkeys just for this purpose and would turn
'-..m into the fields to clean the plants of,worms. If a farmer didn't

Stae

Ibn", B"g
of a "pnortr"

Fno nrf

BoTro n o F

Srgm Jn
I?roorf

These drawings show the burlap apron
used to carry the tobacco leaves in. The
men who wore this apron, walked up and
down the rows picking tobacco leaves un-
til it was full and they couldn't carry any
more . They would unload their aprons at
the end of the row and then go back and
fill it up again. (These were drawn ac-

cording to the descriptions provided by

W. O. Peele , Sr.)

n
Bob Rc/e-



' 'When the bkzing sun tortures the
peasanl, it is good to tbe tobacco. "

Bosnian Saying

"Wbere tbere is idleness, ueeds thriue;
utbere tbere is diligenee, tobacco
flouisbes. "

Bulgarian Sa/ng

This picrure was taken in the 1910's on
the farm of William Dave Manning.
Among those pictured here are : Darrell
(Shug) Manning, \Tilliam Dave Man-
ning, Thelma Clyde Manning, Bettie
Idell Manning (Chesson), Buck Manning,
Fannie Roberson, Jacy Manning, Irvin
Manning, Bobby Manning, Aubelle Man-
ning, Audry Manning, Larry Woolard,
Mildred Manning (Grifiin), Julius Man-
ning,Jerald lWoolard.

l-:':: l,?.. l-l:.1'': 'l:..i .- - .-.. :..:. : . : -.- 
-:.:.::

Trbf... :\r -i-:..'. :-... :.,- --. .:':' . .:.i J--f rf-n-
spianting. To have a !r.,i :;i;: r, - --t - --: i.:,::,,::_:.-;. rhe farmer had
to harvest the crop ar rhe height of its maturitv. Thrs nexr srep in the
harvesting was called "priming", which simply meanr picking the
leaves from the stalk one at a time . This was done by men walking up
and down the rows, pulling the leaves by hand and then putting rhe
leaves in a burlap apron or as in later years, into a wooden sleigh pulled
by a mule . This sleigh later had wheels added and became known as a
"truck". The leaves were carried to a shelrer near rhe barn to be looped
onto tobacco sticks. A good stringer could loop tobacco as fasr as two
helpers could hand them to her. She would stand beside a wooden
"horse" across which was placed a four-f,oot stick. The stringer wouid
grasp the leaves, loop a length of string around it, and then let it fall to
one side and then on the other, alternarely. Their hands would move so
fast that it was hard to see what was going on. There was quite an art to
this skill and it took a great deatr of practice to master. About 112 leaves
of tobacco were tied on each stick.

As each stick was finished being looped, it was hung on a rack outside
the barn. When the racks were full, the sticks were passed up to a man

in the barn who hung them across the tier poles. When a barn was com-

pletely filled, it usually heid from 1200 to 1500 sticks. Log barns were

usually 16 feet square with a total of 7 tierpoles. As the price of cotton
dropped, farmers in Manin County increased their acreage of tobacco

and increased the size of the curing barn as well as the number. Heat
was carried frorn the wood furnace by metal flues to the hanging leaves,

thus giving it the name flue-cured tobacco.

When the racks in the barn were full, it was time to fire up the fur-
nace. Wood for these furnaces had to be cut during the winter months
so that there would be enough for the entire curihg process. It took
about 12i loads of wood for one barn, per season, so the farmer had to
cut wood all fall and winter in order to have enough for the summer's
curing. The types of wood that were used were those that kept a long,
slow burning, such as oak, gum, and pine . As late as 1946, x much as 2

22

This picture was taken at the same barn in
1978. lt shows the great change that has

taken place on the farm scene in the
county!

,:t:t
:.illl

i1r.,

..it:l

,:lt'.'

: ':i
l

:.,

L

'''

:r::l

',...

:1 tr.;

:il,
lri:::

.,,tt

':1 r!
::i'r

:_r ..

,-rti,
' t.it

'r::,:.1

:.':1,



niliion cords of wood were used in curing tobacco in the South. This

;.a: 1i I of all pulpwood cut each year in the entire South.

It was very important that the farmer fill his barns with each curing so

:rat the leaves would be uniform in color and quality. It was also im-

l,rnant to maintain a slow constant heat. Too much heat or too little
:eat would ruin the entire barn. The man tending the fire had to have

:rperience in this as well as good judgment. He had to not only know

:re soil in which the tobacco was grown, but also the condition of the

:- racco and the state of the weather while curing it. Knowing all these

.:rngs helped guide him in applying the correct temperature at just the

- - ire ct time .

Someone had to stay at the barn all the time when the curing began

, - rhat the fire wouldn't go out. The sound of alarm clocks could be
-.."rd going off, waking the farmers who were trying to catch a few
. -rks of sleep before it was time to check the temperature of the barn

.l:1O.

Ihe curing went through 3 stages. In the first, the yellowing stage ,

' .. heat was held at 90-100 degrees for 24-40 hours. in the second

:::e. the drying stage, the heat was moved up quickly to 131-140

r:::ees which would dry the leaf and fix the color. This stage took from

: , -. 5 hours. The third and last stage caused the drying of the stem and

. .rat time the heat was gradually raised to 180 degrees and kept there

-=,., the stems were thoroughly dry. This state, also known as "killing
-. ji:eam", usually took about 24 hours. The entire process of curing

:iC take from 4 to 7 days and during the entire time it had to be wat-
- : r re ry carefully. There was always the danger of losing an entire barn

- racco at this time , since one dry leaf falling on the hot pipes would
. .ae barn on fire .

l:.: leaves were now a deep yellow color, and very dry and brittle.
-r rhe leaf was first pulled from the stalk, it contained 80%o water,

- :,:)R'the leaves only had about 20o/o of their moisture. To keep the

:. :] irom shattering in your hand, they had to be brought in "case"

: :, order". The doors of the barn were opened and the humidity in
- .:.rr would usually make the leaves pliable enough to handle.

: --::imes the farmer had to lay the tobacco on the ground and let the

:- :.11 on it grving it back its moisture. If the leaf could be folded in

-: rrnd without breaking the stem, then it was considered to be in

: srlcks of tobacco were then carried to a packhouse where the

:: "'ere removed from the leaves. The tobacco was carefully taken
- - ::icks and laid on a large piece of burlap. It was then graded or

, :.:o groups of like quality, texture , and color. There were usually

:r:ferent grades of tobacco in any one lot. After the different
. ::e selected, a grader would tie from 16 to 20 le aves into a bun-
.::ing an extra leaf around the bundle. This bundle was called a

,,r "hand" of tobacco. The hands of tobacco were then put
,. shorter, grading stick and pressed flat with a board. This flat-

-. .e aves, making them more attractive. One farmer in Griffin's
' : -n \{artin County actually ironed his tobacco with a flat iron

(1) This picture shows priming tobacco by
hand. The leaves were broken from the
stalk one at a time and put on a sled and
taken to the barn.

(2) The tobacco sled, pulled by a rnule,
was used to carry the tobacco leaves to the
barn. In later years, wheels were added to
it and it was called a tobacco truck.

2)



"Smoking The Jo1 Elernal of the Gods.' '

Tbe Malans

Go To

llottL

n

before taking it to market!
After the grading was finished, the farmers would load a 2 horse

wagon with the tobacco. They had to do this carefully because the roads
were so bumpy and full of ruts that the loosely piled tobacco would fall
off. The boys would have to lie on the tobacco to hold it down. When
they would get to town they could smell the odor of all kinds of good
food cooking. In the warehouse , the tobacco was unloaded and then
placed very neatly in large baskets provided by the warehouse. These

baskets usually held loo pounds of tobacco each. The bundles of tobac-
co were neatly arranged because the arrangement of the tobacco would
certainly make a difference in the amount you were paid for it. Neat,
carefully tied bundles brought a prernium price. Since more than likely
the sale would not be until the next day, the boys had to wrap the
baskets to keep them from drying or taking on too much moisrure.
They would then spend the night in the wagon waiting for the big sale

the next day. The day of the sale brought people from every corner of
the county. This would be the only day of the year many of them ever

came into town. After the movie theaters were built in \Williamston,

several thousand free tickets were given away on tobacco market
opening day. A person could sit in the movie from 9:00 in the morning
until 6:00 in the evening if he wanted to, seeing everything from a

Gene Autry movie to the Green Hornet serial. Some times real live
cowboys likeJohnny Mack Brown or Lash LaRue would be at the theater
in person on opening day! The warehouses had free barbecue for the
farmers and their families and they could eat all they could hold and
have all the soda pop they wanted without paying a cent!

The Williamston market was one of the leading markers in this belt
and had one of the strongest warehouse organizations in the state .

From start to finish, the raising, curing, and marketing of tobacco
took a great deal of time. It took 3)0 hours to raise one acre of tobacco
as compared to 3 hours for an acre of corn. There was no easy way out
and it meant very long hours in the field and packhouse for the farmer
and his family. Tobacco farmers actually counted a thirteenth month in
their calendar called "TOBACCUARY." This month was made up of
all the extra hours of the day and night that were needed to produce the
crop oftobacco.

AN ACCIDENT IN CAS\TELL COUNTY REALLY
CHANGED THINGS!

by Bob Peele

In 1839 in Casweil County, the curing of bright leaf tobacco was

discovered by accident. The new bright leai tobacco was much in
demand because of its mild taste and low nicotine content.

it all happened on the farm of Abisha Slade when his Negro servant,

Stephen, fell asleep next to the warm furnace at the barn. When he

\9
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A row marker made of boards 5 or 6 feet
long and about 6 inches uide was pulled by
a borse to mark lhe rows in a tobacco Jield.
Tbe first time ltou uent doutn the field
uith a plow and tben lou would come back
across these rous in the opposite direction
uith this raw ntarker. At euerlt point
where the tuo rous would cross, a plant of
tobacco was planted. This metbod of plan
ting tobacco was called "checker-
boarding",

(Sketch drawn b1t W.O. Peele, Sr.)

Tobacco Flues I
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: ::.lized that the fire had aknost gone out. He was scared
---red the barn oftobacco and ran over to a pile ofcharcoai
:--: on the dying embers of the fire. The application of this
.: neat cured the brightest yellow tobacco anyone had ever

-:r:r a very high price on the market and everyone was
-: r out how Stephen had done it. \7hen he was asked about

. to tell the truth about it, 'twa.s a accident. I com-

-.:. it and it commenced to git yallow'. it kep' on yallowin'
- ., 

"ilowin' and kep' on yallowin 'twell it got clar up. . . it
.-..,, I kep' making it yallow and when it was cured it was

: : folks to come and see it." This new method of curing

- :i-i' spread up into Virginia and into eastern North

,:,-iher accident on the Slade farm created news again and

-. i rhe growing of tobacco. Some of the hands working for
-:rced the thin soil in which the tobacco was planred and

-, -00 pounds of guano to the acre. The resulting crop of
-::ed in price since each acre produced more tobacco and of

-,1i69Y'RER OF FLUE-CURING SYSTEM
'Ji iLliam T. Ballou of South Boston, Virginia was looking for

-- ri-. fruits for the winter. That year had been unusually rainy
- . r rot been able to dry his apples, peaches, and pears for the

: ri'chance , an itinerant "tinner", named Mr. Bowden, came

,- s farm asking for work. When Mr. Ballou found out
: , :rofession, he asked him if he could build a metal flue to

,. raio a barn for drying his fruit. Bowden built the pipes and

- .::rd them out, they worked even better than either hacl ex-
- l,'.: Ballou reasoned that this same system of carrying heat

- ;sed in curing tobacco. At this time, the heat for curing
,::ie from several open charcoal fircs built righr on the fioor of

'- il was a very dirty, smoky job to cure tobacco and the smoke
-: , :he leaves.

.-r, svstem of flues worked so well that Baliou arranged for
r :,, open a shop and to manufacture these flues for sale. They
' *.-l "The Bowden Flues." Fie oniy stayed with Ballou for two
' r,:\.er, and moved on down into North Carolina. He began
..,rring his flues there, and the knowledge of using these flues

-::ad to the eastern counties of Martin and Pitt.

)1

BAUG$4'S
Higtx Grade

Tobacco fiuano
\\']lj.]:],i1)j.lll..]l.L..]]i,.l]:j].:Il

lilour.,i,r,,i,,-!:"i:ii..'1. rliii " .r,,ri\f,l,ttriul'
l ' I r'

Anderson, ii.*rst;ll & 0c;.,
\\ r r.r rr.rr,s. I. !,

l,{l:Gli & SO\fi !()l,l \l i \l . . , ', ':
l'rrrr.rrrr :1 li''L rr,i| \\r\.,itr,I.x.

in 1871, the use c'f guato for iertilizing
tobaccc wal discovered by accident. It
proved to be an exc.Jllent fer';ilizer and
produced ver,v flne crops which doubled
rn prlce .

T{iO&DS IROI,f FA T4 C {]5' P EOPI-E
oN l.i'lE

" Dp:t : ! 1 _i s g lv E i i,, "'i'c B A {: i-: a
T !: r 9 r: t, i:, " A i"i.e.'!'Li h{ i:' {} F,1,1 EL A i{ -

C{IAI-Y" by $*.:it'n, urilttt; duri*g il:e
earijt ptri af tbe 17il: ,;enlury, describes
lobacca in this uta.y:

"'l'cbuco, tlititte. rare, :ilperax-
cellenl iobaccc, wbiclt goes fer
bejtand alt tbeir pana{ear', bolable
gold, and philosopher's stones a
good aomit, I confess,: d L'i:rtuous
herbo:,:i be u'eli q*lifieti, op-
pcriuu!y lckel:." enri wedLixal!-'y
u:ea. bai as it is cornmor.j ubu.sed
b1 ruost m.err. s rstiicbief, a aiolent
purger *j gocds, iar;ds, heaitb,'
heliith, deuelish, anti rlarnne.d tobac-
co, ibe rui're. a'n.d ouertl:ro.r ti bod1,
and tt,i!, "

Fertilizer" E-or Tobaccc.
The Br'i .:r: lir. llar't,rl i-
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This was a very common sight all over
Martin County up until just a few years

ago. The farmer could never have har-
vested his crop of tobacco without the
help of the mule . One is shown here in his
role of hauling equipment to the barn.
Vhen he was not doing this, he was
plowing or hauling tobacco leaves out of
the field.

"Tobacco - Tbe staj of nalions, tbe poor
man's Laxury, and tbe ricb n an's
Solace, "

Anonltmous

"Allah made gold (tobacco) grow to put a

smile on the faces of men. ' '

"Old Style "
Transplanting

This hand-operated transplanter replaced
the old method of using a wooden peg to
make the hole . It was easier on the back
than the old method, but still took a lot
of strength to operate. This operation is

entirely mechanized today and takes half
the time to plant a field than in the old
days.

Ben Johnson said, "Mother Earth's most
sootbing precious word, "

"Stoking" the furnace of a log tobacco
barn back in the days when the curing of
tobacco was done with wood. The farmer
had to sit up all night and watch the fire
so that it wouldn't go out and ruin the en-
tire barn of tobacco. This lasted for about
6 weeks.
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Tobacco Edition - THE ENTERPRISE - 1938
. -,und in papers of \farren Biggs, this process for curirig tciracco. it
., :atented byJohn \W. Barnett of Big Spring, Montgomery County,
:::nia inJanuary 1879.

?1ace the tobacco in barn in the ordinary way. The first fires shoul,i

: :-aced under the tobacco at 80 degrees or 90 degrees of heat, ap-

rg the water at the renewal of every fire . The first 12 hours, the fire
.,d be renewed every 2 hours and 24 minutes, making 5 renrwal-c of

, :-:es at 81 degrees or 90 degrees; each fire should not be kept at the

: heat longer than 40 minutes. The second 1.2 hours there shor"rid
- :e newals of the fire , the first three fires at 8l or 90 degrees, the ncxt

.. :lres at 90 to 95 degrees each, the hear not to remain av*r t+1

--:e s i the time berween each firing is one hour and 4l minutes. '1'h*

: ^l hours there should be eight renewals of the fires, the iirsr four
'.. .r 91 degrees, the next four fires at 100 degrees each, and the heat

.. j not fall below 7) or 80 degrees; the time berween each renewal
': . ilre s is one hour and 30 minutes.
. ..: next six hours there should be seven renewals of the f,ires, the tirst

:lres at 105 degrees ofheat, the next three fires at 110 to 112

--.:s. the last seven fires are renewed about ever,v 51 minutes apart,

:-.e heat should not fall below 80 or 85 degrees. By this time the

-. should be yellow and tough enough to commence raising t,he

, : curing. The first hour the heat shall range frorn i00 to 112

- :::. the second hour from ll2 to 120 degrees, the third hour frorn
, . 1-i0 degrees, fourth hour from 130 to 141 degrees; iifth hcur

. ,-l to 117 degrees, sixthhourfrom 155 to 162 degrees, sevexlth

::rm 762 to 168 degrees, eighth hour from i65 to 17{J degrees,
- rlur from 170 to 171 degrees, tenth hour from 17) tr:t XES

. :. eieventh hour from 180 to i8) degrees, and continue the hr::t
,:.1ks and stems are cured; large barns run the heat to 200 degre es

,;red. This process is for fine tobacco which has been well

-=..:.ed and yellowed; if not sufficiently toughened and yellorveci,

,.:rng proce ss should be carried on Inore slowiy.

. THE \rATER SHOUI,D BE APPLIED
tr :ouse 22 ft. sq. there should be 16 holes in the grcund, spaced at

rr:tances apart under the tobacco, that wiil hold a bushel of char-

, ,rhen rhe heat gets up to 181 degrees, the coal wiil fall togr*ier
- --::is. Place the charcoal for the fires in the holes as described, anri

.. :,iting for the tires to commence burning, apply tire s'atrr by
, aE around each fire on the ground and on the inside of the

- -rr not on the fires, causing the groufld to be wet, so when the

:rrlence to burn and get to their hottest, the dampness wili be

--:,.reSr. In order to keep the tobacco from drying and setting tire
.:-. rr. in all cases keep the door ciosed while using the water Lrp to

:.r:esl then you should open the door and give the house some

Aunt Lucv Rogerscn on ltr:r vra',' r.,t the
field rvith her hoe.
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Yokes ofoxen were used to haul tobacco if
mules weren't available . These oxen were
filmed along a road in Martin County
rnany years ago.

air for 10 or 15 minutes each hour up to 135 degrees; shence discon-
tinue the water and open the door wide and windows in the gables from
one hour and a half to two hours. The more sap you have in your tobac-

co, the more air you need. \Where flues are used put the water on the
ground berween the flues, and use enough to wet the ground well. If
sheet-iron pipe flues are used, sprinkle the water on the ground under
and between the flues. It will take about 6 gallons of water at the

renewals of every firing up to 135 degrees. $(hen your tobacco needs

more heat it will redden on the inside of the leaf and get thick and

spongy; and when you have given it too much fire it shows the br-rff on

both sides of the leaf, or shows the scald in the fold of the le af.

)a

The old log barn had fumaces in which
wood was bumed, fumishing heat for
curing the tobacco. This barn still stan-
ding in Manin County, has 2 fumaces,
still left intact.
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Grading Tobacco
the

Old Way

en from the sticks (4) A "head" oftobacco

:ranged on grading bench
g to color and quality.

(1) "Heads" of tobacco on a grading
stick.I

(6) The tobacco pressed flat with a board
called a presser. This made the tobacco
smooth and more attractive to affange .

(7) The pressed tobacco was arranged
neatly in baskets at the warehouse. The
neater the arrangement, the more money
you were paid for vour tobacco.

to

- , iea-.,es of tobacco from each
: ;.:.rpped in a bundle called a

hand".

jq:ii:alii:j,i:



(1) The haweste; roters the field and
begins breaking

(4) \7hen the harsester gets to the end of
the row, this trailel is taken off the

harvester iry a tractor aad carried to the

barn.

(5) The tobacco is taken from the pal*te
a.rrrl

(l) The leaves fall into this container.
called a palette or flat, that is attached to
the back ofthe harvester.

(6) put on a table where it is pressed into
racks to be put in the bulk barn.

(7) This shows the tobacco being pressed

into
(8) rhe racks where ir is secured by pins. (9) After the tobacco is pressed into

(10) racks, it is taken frorn the table and
put inside the barns. These racks siide

Laci< into the batn on rails rnounted on

the side:i cf,tl:e barn.

30

(11) Inside views of the bulk barn

TF{E BULK METHOD OF HARYESTING

(2) the leaves from the staik.



- - ,irrure of tobacco today as compared with that of the early

. rrs changed in many ways.'Ihe one step however, that is done

':jr same wav todav as in vears past is the planting of the tobacco

.,i. One of the differences is in the preparation of the soil for
:,1 in order to kill any diseases in the soil, methybromide gas is

nto the soil and then immediateiy covered with a plastic cover'
':f remains over the beds for at least 48 hours before . the

:- :,lr,n. Sosie farmers even today sow the seed which have been
','ri-i a,shes c,r fertilizer, by hand, but many others use a

- -.,.i sowing machine . After the seeds are sown, they are covered
. "ii Strzw and the plastic cover rolled b,ack over the beds. Holes

: -:rd in the plastic to allow the plants to breathe . On very warm

:ir-stic is roiled back to keep the plants from being cooked.
- :nis point on, the process is entirely mechanical, from stalk to

-,e The piants are puLlied from the beds by hand, but are se t out

-.i,.rlnatic transplanter that digs the hole and places the plant in
: l:nis that do not survive the transplanting, however, have to be

: I -,','hand.
. .'' plants grow. a hlossom appears on the top of the plant and

: -:inove d. Many farmers have a machine which travels down the

.,-rg off tiie blooms, but rnany still do this by hand. Another
i:r.:sa l;e ru.ken as the plants reach maturity is "suckefing",
ires i:rrai,.ing the sprouts or "suckers" off the stalks. These

:.r,,nr .r;l:i :ake rnuch needed nourishment from the plant and
' rravcs fbr curing. Machines have been invented to do this

ras been found that it is difficult to replace the person with
-,rd eye to see thrm. Scierrtists have developed a chemical,

.r'hich retards the growth of these suckers, but it is thought

- --iirion *l this chemicai rnakes a more dangerous smoking

. rl'ili 1,,: ,iil{icuit for farmers to refrain from using this

:_r,..\ r'j. 
'rini:e 

it is difficult to get the hand labor to do it.
: plant has reached maturity, the mechanical harvester

ihe fieid. This harvester was invented in 1953 by Jim
.iarnesville , bur wa^s not used by many people in this area

' ihis machine revolutionizeii dre harvesting of tobacco and

, rroblem of, the dvri*clling labor supply. Seven people could

.,,res a da,r, and,jo the same work it would have taken twice

:eople , twice the length of time to do.
.:! were broken from the stalk and passed up to loopers stan-

: \X/hen they got to the end of the rows, the sticks were put
i carried to the barn.

, . t been many improvements to this system of harvesting and

:-r,.o years there have been even more improvements to cut
': amount of time and work in the field. There was a new

11
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Becki H:.::rs:,n rnd Susan Gibbs

In ''NEW BOOK OF PLANTS',, urilten
in l-atin b1t the botanist il[attbias de Lobe]
in 1570, tobacco u'as called /"lndorunt
sdnd sanctd"), the ho11, l:ealing pldnt oi
the Indians,

Eartb ne're did breed
Sacb a Joaial ueed,
Whereof to boast so proudllt.

Holltda1 in his ?la!, "TECHNO-
GAMIN'' - 1618,

I
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"V'i.t;ie ta mnn-t people smoking is

.iun, and a reuard in itself, it more
often accompanies other pleasures.
At meals, a cigarette is somewhat
like another course. In general,
smoking introduces a holidal spirit
into euerytdal liuing. It rounds out
otber forms of emploltment and
makes them one hundred Per cenl
satisfactorl. "

Ernest Dichter in his book, "THE
PSYCHOLOGY OF EVERYDAY
LIVINC".
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TC I\,IANIUFACTURE TOBACCO $THICH IS FLAVORED

"Cnr part sail, i parts sLlgar, six parts licorice , and one drachm saccarhine . Pour sugar in clean pot
anci pr:ur rn rlean v,,ater until it covers sugar % inch thick. Boil slowly until it thickens. Then it is

e*rkeil. S;ir it continuallv. Chop up licorice fine with axe anC put in put with sugar; pour in 3

gaiions of cie ar wate i ; keep it be low a hoiling point unril licorice dissoives. Take pot off fire and put
in salt. the n dissolve sairharine in one or rwo gallons of hot water and pour in cle an water until it rests
at 10. 'tr'hen keep solution as warm as )'(ru can bear your hands in it and dip the tobacco into the bot-
tcm c{ pot e'ir:ry tirtre . Atraih a common clothes wringer to the pot, run the bundles of tobacco
thiougl'i liris wringer taii foremost. Buik it 12 hours then shake out. Hang it on sticks or lay in on
drr,'e:s and fire il (flr:e heat) atfrom 12i clegrees rc l1*0 degrees by rhermometerfor 12 hoursormore
untii dri, Ler it hand. When leaf orciers and half of stern is dry, lay it straight in box and spray rum
iighliu r:ver eacir laver, and dusr over verv iightli, with powdered cinnamon or other dry flavoring
(ca-.sra) ; Dress rli>q'n e ach iaye r wrrh a man's weight on an inside heading. Then stamp and sell.

'i-he above is fbr flavored leaf in bundles. if you wish to pur ir in penny goods shape to retail, after
the ioirar:c.r has hern shaken up from bulk of 12 hours from wringer, take the butt of the stem in the
Ieft hand and fold it around the end of the tingers, tucking the tail under foid, and stick down on
lairlt or bcnch and dry it. $(hcn dry put in box to draw. Watch it. As soon as it will give to the
lqtier:ic, r',i r-ire hirid s,,ithout eracking, then put it in i9 lb. thin kiln-dried boxes, with tinfoil or oil
i-'a;:er bcr:l'cen rhe lavers then stamp it and seil to rnerchants. You will find it saleable . The world
waritir'.! rleair leat'rhrr.r.at zi{-lc a pr:und, which will net 2jc for the tobacco."

GETTI}JG TOBACCC RIADY FOR MARKET AS IT IS DONE TODAY

(1) A irurlap sheet is iard on the t-loor and
a forri ls pu-L on the sl:ret.
"ihe tobac,,ci is iakcn clT the sticks and
packed into rhis forii.r. urrtil it is full to the
top

(2) After the form is full, it is removed
and the sheet is tied around the tobacco.
Each sheet holds about 200 pounds of
tobracco and it takes 2 or 3 people to
lnanale ihis step of the operation.

(3) The tied sheets of tobacco are then
loaded or a truck to be taken to the
rnarket.

12



-l :-f,.:-:. :-',:, ::- -- .-', .- ::'.-,'- - :.r',:r ::-

l:..,.:r:i:-:-.-.:-'-.... .- : .-. '.... .'. :.:t- - '. .

-:,-.r since rhe nacl-i:-:,.r -:r-,.:j r,,-.!i1j ,,,irer. trmes slip otT thr

-'.0. the oil burner was introduced in Martin Countv. It rapidl,v

,-.1 rhe oid wood burners and made wood-curing obsolete . \When

,,:lrsr used, it took about 800 gallons of oil per barn each season.

, =-. \'{artin County farmers had about one curing barn for every

. ., -:as,

.:,', iarmers in Martin County stili use the old wood or tile barns to
- -r: curing, but more and more of thern are converting to bulk bar-

- --:se barns were developed as eariy as 1914, but have heen used
': .r rhis courlty onlv since the iatter part of the 1960's. in this

i. the leaves are packed into racks right on the harvester and are

-: 'r'irh sharpened rods. These rods hold the leaves in place and the

, :ack is put into the curing barn. Since too mr-rch handling
'.'.:,'s the tobacco, people using this method feel that the tobacco is

. .:f shape after curing since it goes off the staik intc bulk racks into
: -:rn with a minimum of handling. The curing procedure in the
, r rrn is the sarne as in the old log barns, except that fans are used to

. :ie heated air through the closely packed racks of tobacco. In

. :nese barns wili no doubt replace the older barns. In i977 there

.:proximately 32,481bulk barns being use<i in Nonh Carolina.

-: the tobacco is taken out of the barn, it is unioadecl from the
,rd carried to the packhouse. Instead of grading the tobacco as

- ir is loaded into large burlap sheets and tietl up. It is now ready
' .:ke t, with a minimum of effort.
-.. :armer takes these bundles to marker, sells thern, anci is back
' : rn just a few hours. How different this is from the way his father

:o it! Another great difference is the tobacco market opening
l', - n' that day comes and goes with many people neve r reaiizing it.
,:lrvai atmosphere of opening day twenty years ago is gone .

' ::r,i'ements are being made every day in the growing and har-
-: ,ri tobacco. One of the newest inventions is the solar heat barn
-.,n rhe temperature will get up to 170 degrees. The barn is con-

. r q'ith transparent outer walls and b,lack inner walls to capture

.,.. s rays. This barn will not replace other barns entirely however,

. . ,nis time they are only used for supplementary heat.
' 'ler experimental method of curing, known as Big Box Bulk

: ras not become too popular at this time , but it is believed in
: -: method will replace all the others. The tobacco is packed into

..:s right in the fields and put directly into the barn, eliminating
,:.:s formerly taken.

' - ','ears ago Martin County farmers thought they had worked out
. letails of growing anC i'iarvesting tobacco" Today, farmers think
.::,; thing, but the next fifty yrars may bring more changes than

: el,er dreamed possible .

::rcversies about tobacco and its eff"ect on the people smoking lr,
. :r. but in Martin County, farmers are beginning another l/r,lr's

, produce another crop of the "Golden \Wced" 
"
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Once the tobacco plants are transplanred
into the field, thev reallv begin to gro\\'. "
These plants are just the beginning of a

beautiful crop of tobacco which will be

harvested sometime inJulv.

A tot,acco plant that has been in the field
only 2 days.

This is the sarne piant 1.1 dar,s afrer having
been reset.

This is the same plant 18 davs aiier having
been reset.

lria)$.,\{r LiiE r \\:EED



Here vou see rhe verv latest in tobacco harvesting equipment. _on the left is the newest harvester on the market. In the center is the

bulk 5arn and on the right is the machrne thrt ii t sid i. top the tobacc_o plants, saving all th_e man-hours previousll' needed for this

o,.,. ,,.p in growing ,of,r..o. All of this equipment is manufactured by Harrington Manufacturing Company in Lewiston, North

Carolina.

This is the auromatic looping machine. 'rhrs machine loops thc robacco on sticks and replaces a large group of people once needed for

,hi, up.r^rion 'fhis machine'is manufactured by Harringion Nlanufacturing Companv, Lewiston, North Carolina'
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TOPPING TOBACCO
by

Paula Stokes
: : i robacco means breaking the flower off the top of the plant. This should be done early so as to in-

::;sjg[1and body of the tobacco leaf. Each day that the tobacco goes untopped could cause a reduction

-,' pounds of cured leaf per acre !

-::1 plants will produce thin-bodied leaves all the way to the top of the plant. The heavier.bodied

,,],s for a higher price, so the grower needs to top tobacco at iust the right time to produce the best

-- .: oossible. Laboratory tests have also iound that early topping helps produce leaves with a moderate

:'ri in them.
., - r.ine shown in this picture is operated by one man and can top up to 20 acres of tobacco a day. In the
, .t growing toiracco in our countv, this had to be done by hand and it would have taken many men

. :rs hours in the sun to accomplish this task'

. . ,he top off the ptranr, this machine depresses the tip leaves with a strong air stream. This leaves the

- sed so that it can be removed by a rotary biade without damaging the surrounding tip ieaves. The

., the rows as the machine passes by.

3t

(Picture couftesy of Poweil Manufacturing Compant l
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GASSING THE TOBACCO BEDS

The soil in the seed beds is treated with a fumigant to destroy the weeds and diseases that tobac-

co is susceptible to. The treds are covered with heavy plastic and the methylbromide gas is released

into the ground under the plastic. After the gas is released, farmers leave the plastic cover on the
plant bed for at least 48 hours before pianting the seed. If any of the fumigant lingers, it will kill
the tobacco se eds, so the farmer must allow plenty of, time for the gas to dissipate.
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SO\TING THE PLANT BEDS

(1) Preparation of the plant bed after it
has been gassed. The soil is broken up
very finely and raked as smooth as

possible.

(2) The seed is sown either by hand as

shown here or with a rnachine made
especialiy fbr the tiny seed. The seeds are
mixed with ashes or fertilizer so they will
be sown eve nly.

:: :j-le seed afe sown, they are
.. r:h wheat straw which will
"-.: roung plants when theY

: ltraw has to be treated with
- ' =11 

as the soii in the plant beci.
.:., rl'e eds or diseases that might
r r-.:rf plants. Here you see the
:::r with piastic while being
: -ne gas.

(4) A roller with spikes in it is used to
punch holes in the plastic aftet the beds
are planted. These hoies allow the plants
to breathe and helps control the heat un-
der the plastic.

(1) A close up view of the roller used to
punch holes in the piastic. This one is

home-made from a smail log wirh nails
imbedded in it.

, -r Martin County like to have their seed beds planted and covered by March 1. Planting the tobac-

, lc e asy job. The seeds are extrerne ly small and are very expensive. There are abGut 310,000 se eds in

.. Cne ounce of seeds cost about $20.00 This ounce will plant about 500 square yards of plant beds

: ,Cuce enough piants for about 12 acres of tobacco. Because the seeds are so small, farmers mix

:shes or fertilizer before seattering them in the beds. After the seeds are sown, the plastic is rolied

,:- beds and fastened down. Holes are punched in the piastic for ventilation. These beds, covere d

t.i1i produce plants ready for transpianting in about 51 days. As the plants get bigger, the farmer
-:.- cover off the plants to heip toughen them an<i to help them withstand the shock of tran-
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These are the tobacco seed beds as theY

look about 6 weeks after they have been

sown. The plants are readv to be tran-

solanted into the field and are pulled up

o'.. ,, ,n. rime. placcd in baskets' and

then .arried to the .rew working on the

transplanting machine. As You can see'

t^r,', li r;:iri;ly atfarr", with women and

children alike sharing in the work!

This picture shows a two-row transplanter

,t *ork. It takes 5 men to operate this

machine. One drives while the other 4

drop the plants into the clamPs'

This close -up view of the operation.shows

how the people on the harvester pick up

the tobacio plants one at the tirne'

Sometimes a Person has to walk behind the transPlanter and find the sPots that ti-:

machine has missed \When he finds an emPty sPace, he pokes a hole in the soft groun -

with a stick, droPs a plant in it, and covers it with dirt. In the early davs of growii-:

wav a// of the tobacco had to be set out in the fieldsl The rour':

usual ly made of a Pine "lighter knot" and curved to i:tobacco. this vras the

stick used for
the palm of a

this purPose was

person's hand

j8

Thev've reached the end of the row and

*iti ,ro" around and repeat this operation

,.rtil th. field has been completelv plan-

ted.



How o

l t works
T;-\\SPLI\TING TOBACCO

I ::.ator selects plants and places in tray
: -::er mittens pick up plants from tray
: :':s carried to planting Position
: :^:s set in ground, watered and Packed

z,

- : - :s return to pick-uP Position

5.

3.

4.

,,,'eil'S Exclusive Plant Pick'Up System
-= j,rtomatic Plant Pick-Up System is the secret to
-.^splanting. The operator selects the plant and

: r : n the tray. That's alll The machine does the rest.
: =' 

-;rittens remove the plant from the tray and
.;= : in the soil. This frees the operator to prepare the

- :^t rather than having to wait for revolving hands or
, : s :o take the plant.

(Pictures and diagrams courtesy of Powell Manufacturing Company, Bennettsviile, S.C.)
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HO\T TO MAKE THE BRICK FURNACE IN THE
TOtsACCO tsARN

The first step in making the furnace was to make a wooden u-shaped frame' This was set into place whe ::

the furnace was ro Lr* rrreJ" About 4 thicknesses of bricks were laid over this wooden frame and then the e --

tire thing was covered with cement or clay. This was ailowed to harden for quite a long time and when fina- '

se r, rhe ir"d"r, frame was pulled out, Ieaving the archway of bricks intact.

The end of a iog tobacco barn showing the

qay thr log, wcie notched to hold thrm irr

nlacc Using rhis merhod there was no

need for ,tails r.'r secure the logs'
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BLTLK BARNS
., regan in using these barns in 19tr4. The fir:st oiles were r:ha;nbers iroidir:e :,:ri:,ir .tiri.! ,-,(:: iti-i,, rri i,:,,,r. ,

.. The burnerswerefireddirectlyintothefan.Theremperarure..raseori:.:riii:,i.,"r::.i.r,;j;.:::j,: :.,.,::..
- i'ascuredaswhoie leaveswhile otherswereshredded iilrc,,. ilchsrrijrr, ,,,,..'::. l, , t..ii:-: ',:,.. . .

: r':re bulked into a vertical position and vz incir metal rcds were pus.i,rj ,.rir:.,.,,: ' ,. . , :; : , rri.j ,rJ

-.: curing tobacco this new way, no heat was appiied in yrllowing hee::."r:r,i: ::.:,,,:. :{:,:.,;i:: ., :.,.ii._::,, l

:uild up in the piles so it was necessary to use fans to keep th* ten:peraru:r'r :,r:: ,. , .,.., :, 
-l 

,:,,
lrre d for 8-15 hours at 103 degrees and then at 170 degrees until ceimptirit=i,' ,i, ,' I ::lantage of this new method was that it was more comp?cl. haiL ginr.;.r,,: ; ir . -: : -. ., . r:J..,

: r:rformiry of color, and required less sorting of grading of leaves.
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ABULKBARN

\ \

\

lr{t

e 5d'->
BIG BOX BULK CURING

Bulk boxes save labor by eliminating the barn-racking .op.efa!t9l One or two workers on the harvester spread

,f* i*r., ,", .u.rty *itt i, iilt;; r, ,h. l.ru., frtii" ;t. This do-it-yourself method permits the farmer to

build his own bulk barns and bulk boxes, thereby saving him money'

32
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SOLAR HEAT BARN

The solar he at barn is one of the newest inventions in the curing of tobacco. The temperature will get up to 170

degrees. The barn is constructed with transparent_outerwalls-and black innerwalls to capfllre-the sun's rays'

iiriri"r" *,u;;pl.;; ;;i;;;;;; conventional barns however, and at this time thev are onlv used for sup-

plementary heat.
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