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INTRODUCTION

TUCK-a-HOE is the product of mvy
Ith grade Language Arts classes at
Williamston Junior High School who
are members of the Tar Heel Junior
Historian Association. The articles
they have written, reflect their
interest in wvarious aspects of local
history and their search for infor-—
mation has led then from Castine
Maine to Seattle, Washington! Most of
the inforwation in the articles was
obtained from interwviews with people
in the community who had either
known the subject of the article or
who lgad rersonally experienced the
event.

One important thing thest’ have
learned from this pro%ect iz that all
he history is not in the historvy
books, but exists right around us
and inwvolves Eeople We See every da‘fr-
Most importantly, thevw have learne
that they too, can be historians and
that through recording these
stories, thevy have nade a valuable
contribution to the citizens of our
county.

Elizabeth Roberson, fadwviser



?ott.om and Corks attachned To the top.

Clifford B. Lilley, Chad Grimes his net was loaded on a boat, which took

e it way upstream. Nhen dropped from th
Cathy Jo %ober-tson large flatboat, the net wo pf’ bow out lnet.o
have been for-tunate in Martin gf‘]a:,rl:u?ee she?ggeJaS "maei:,ti5 L tTh% learc_.j Al
s ache o o
County to have the Roanoke River, one of that were hitched to a unndlassuneagrtsﬁg |

eastern North Carolina‘s largest rivers fishery. As the horses would walk in a
runnlng through our county- Through the circle, the net would be gr-adually drawn

ﬂ"% ?s rnot 3n ’g provided the people out of the water. Men would be standing
wl ish o f+e

many rrent kinds, but also alona the bank to help gunde the net m
as rovided a means of transportation. and dump the fish out onto the flo
e tyrn of the century, fishing on a the fishery. As many as 20, ODO to 40 000
Iar%e scale in the county was an impor- Flsh were pulled in at one time when the
industry and there were four fishery was operating at its peak. It's
fisheries operating alona the river at quite different today however, when a
hat time. he fishery at Jamesw“e catch of 3,000 is considered a aood one.

became the most mportant due in gar‘t to
the J. and W. Rairroad connecting i
Nashlngton-
he fishery in Jamesville was started
bﬁ Clarence Flemin He built it to take in
e Mmany herr'lng ha were pulled from
he river in the spring on their annual
run upstream to spawn. Pulling in the fish
was something to seel
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pacﬁed and shipped all over the world.

hen_ the dam was built up river below
Roanoke Rapids, the number of fish in this
area duwindled considerably. The fisheries
are no longer in opetration, due in part to
the smaller catches, as well as &
decrease in demand for the fish. Most of
the fishing on the Roanoke that is done
toda% is for recreational purposes only.

here are many different methods
for fishing in the Foanoke. Most of the
fishermen today use the same methods as
their- fathers and grandfathers before
them did. The most popular methods
include the dip net and the drift net.
Wire fish traps are sometimes used also.
hese are generally fastened with a rope
to a bush or tree. The fish caught by
this method are usually white perch or
catfish. Sometimes a stray sturgeon will
wander in it too. ]

One of the most unigque methods of
catching fish is by the "fishing machine'.
Nobody is suwre how the machines first
came to be used, but it was thought to
have been invented by an Indian. There
are others who credit a man_named
Smithuwick with its invention. The design

is similarr to those used in Alaska to catch
salmon, but the Roanoke River is the only

river in the sast that has a swift enough
current to operate it guccezsf-‘uﬂé’-

It is made of two cypress flats, 16
feet long and 4 feet wide. These flats,
connected side by side, feet apart
b?_: a long rotating beam. 0On one end of
the beam are two doubled-arm paddles on
ash poles, 12 feet lona. A dip net feet
wide and fO feet long, made out of elm,
ash. or birch is coveired
and is connected to the beam between the
two slats. The machine is then tied to a
log over the river bank. Whern the
paddles are put into the water, the
current pushes against them. causing them
to rotate. As it rises above the water,
large numbers of fish are in the net.and

with chicken wire
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Dipping for herring

The Fishing Machine

might iNnclude as many as ro9 to 100, This
machine was very popular during the
Depression days and there were at least
25 to o em oper-ating on the river
at_that time. They became a source of
full-time income for many people who could
not find other jobs. .

Although the methods mentioned are
all efficient methods to fish, the most
rewarding asEect of fishing comes when a
fisherman takes his favorite rod and reel
to his special "spot"” on the river and sits
back to wait for the "big one"! g

Even though herring aren't caught in
the abundance they once were, people still

ather on the river on Easter Monday for
ghe annual celebration of the end of
winter and the anticipation of "better

days".
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by steamboats to the town of Halifax. It

Jonathan Whitley is known that more than 65 ships of
E . . dif ferent sizes and tgges operated on
The Roanoke River is considered to be this river between 18 and 18940,
the most important river in the northern At omne time, Willlamston was the

gection of the state. It is formed by the busiest port of northeastern Morth

Junction of the Staunton and Dan Rivers Carolina. As late as 19236, over 213,000
in_Uirginia, traveling over four hundred tons of freight was _handied and the uvalue
miles where it empties into the Albemarle of it all wasin_the millions of delars. In
Sound. In 1738, Mosel'?y named 18 land-— fact, at this time, Williamston was the
owners living on the Rdanoke River. A man Roanoke's main port having a reaular
named Wimble owned lar;g on_the river at transportation schedule.  Trade oods
his time and he gave the location of 28 included salt, whiskey, sugar, coffee, fish,
other settlers, but gave no specific corn, molasses, fertilizer, togbacco, and

names. timbear_

... Due to the sharp curves and rapids
in its upper areas, navigation by large
boats up the Roanoke iver has alwavs
been a problem. The earliest record we
have of a system to_improve navigation :
on the river was in 1795 when the counties
bordering the Roanoke sent
representatives to Halifax to draw up a
lan. They organized the Roanoke
Jaulgat,lor’:' Company and sold shares at

. each.

Another charter for this corg:any
was made in 1812 when it controlled most
of the transportation carried on in the
Roanoke River. Tobacco was the principal
commodity handled and there is a record
of six hogsheads of tobacco being loaded
onto bigger boats for shipment across

he ocean. A canal around the falls and
rapids_in northern Morth Car-olina made
possible the route from Uirginia to the
sea. This company proved to be
ineffective in handling shipping gr‘oblems,
however, and was_ dissolved in 1875,
In December 1824, linking the Roanoke

and Pamlico Rivers by canal was discussed

[ h er docked at the wharf in
Wiliamston in 1935

The Roanoke was a busy artery

during the early 1800's and was of great Tug boat on the Roanoke River during the
importance at that time. It supplied not big freeze of 1936 when the river froze
only a means of travel but also a gen— over

2mous supply of fish for food. The
reason it was such an important trade

route was because there mwerent many' i
roads or bridges in Martin County at that 2ipay gnnual stockholders meeting. The

ime, therefore there was little overland ﬁﬁ{?;&sht‘;%i sa'?'-ﬂ:ﬁsagﬂir? Dt,gs_ bu'l‘-.té %ﬁ%"j‘é’i’%

rrade. . seems to have been opped for the time,
BRRrerte, Siong, £05 BairohERSS near  But recordS Snou Bnst T T8sE rans uare
Wiluiamston around 1785, with the earfiest cogan 3pain to Roanoke. Tary and Tonals

mention_of one beér}g in 1738. The first Rivers. It would consist of a chain of

ship_built was an ton =sloop named "THE 1 il
HUNTER". After lthat, mostlypscﬁooners Eggﬁoiéa 1%9'&22% frion Wikamston on the

Elder CitB Hassell ir]'\a;d a notatio Gilbert be t t1 suer L ! .
B. n ilbe -
C.% : i > ]e 00 COS yi howe ? » and was apparent




taviga e L e midaer.  Un April 19,
1529, a"%H% PETERSBURG', tha First
%_ eamboat ever to navigate the Roamncke
iver, arrived at Hah ﬁf"
Sometime in the 18th C%ntury. a
landing was settled along the Roanoke
River near Hamilton. The site was known
ag Hogtown or Hgggtegfn a5 Saen on some
of the ?_.arqér mags, The town thrlva?
urnng the late 18th Century and early
9th Century.
. Hogtown was probably dsatt’lqd as an
inspection station for goods coming down
the river. Some of the goods were hemp,
flax,flour, butter, beef, pork, rice, indigo,
tar, pitch, turpentine, staves, shingles,
lumber, and deerskins. The name Hogtown
may indicate the shipment of large
yantities of live hogs downstream to
denton. .
. The Roanoke River was a very
impor-tant factor of the development of
Hogtown and Martin County. Mo one is
sure about when Hogtown was founded
exactly, but after a while a post office
was established there on June 22, 1796.
Later on, the Hogtown post office was
renamed "Clark's S5tore On January i0,

42, it changed again to "Roanoke".” The
post office had several different post |
masters over the yvears. They were David
Clark, William Clark, Kenneth Clark, Luman

hittlesey, and Thomas .Jones.

. here is no record of a warehouse
being in Hogtown, but one was probably
erected there in 1775, Hogtown was never
incorporated but the post office remained
there until after: the time Hamilton was
incorporated in 1804. Prior to that time,
Hogtown had also served as a goﬂnn% place
for elections in the upper part of the
county. After Hamilton was incorporated,
an act was passed that the possing be
taken in some designated place in town.
After that time, there is little or no
mention that Hogtown ever existed.

; he land that Hogtown was located on
is on the Rainbow Farm, owned and
operated by Mr-. Henry MWinslow. He has
found old gbjects on"the land as well as
some from the bottom of the river around

he 1arndm€- These artifacts help confirm
the fact that Hogtown really existed.
Hogtown was a thriving landing for several
years, but now is gone. The Roancke River
i =till here though, and will never stop

helping the people of Martin County.

The new bridge owver the Roanoke
Riwver was finished in early 1920's.

Hog Town Landing as it looks today.

Lunber bar_}ge as seen at Williamston

dockt in 193




ACURSION.

Go to the Commencement of the WESLEYAN
FEMALE COLLEGRE at MURFREESBORO N. C.

all who are interested in pretty girls, music and

flowers. 'The
e

will make a special trip for the occas

DAY,

JUNE 16TH, 1874;

. £

Touching Plymouth at 6 AL M. Fare for the Round frip £3.00
“ Edenton at 8 ¢ b “ 5.00
&4 Colerain at 10 ke ke . v 3.00
e Harrellsvilleat 11-30 « “ o, “ 2. oK
s Gatesville at 12 M. =« & 2.00
s Wynas at 12-20 P. M. b ot 2. 00
“ Winton at |30 ¢ - o 1. 50

Arriving at Murfreeshboro at 3-30.  Returning leave Murfreesboro

Thursday morning at 6 o’clock.
' | W. F. ASKEW,
' Captain.
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statas that

n town tdewa.llcs were being
el 17y an hat the weeds were
anlly being cut wig db t lga;n
reethtas aino locked with wood
ash. It also told of‘ ?c 7
B aasure ralf‘ x;xgu;.wgc hl‘.;' r*-% 21 awaarkea
ur-c e @
had replaced the deep sand that had

in{mgst.lmade travel out there
r %aﬁ i?irst autumobllg in Martin

g{ i lnwas ,zpvﬁﬂc ase 5{ Harry

man went train t W;Ison to
p:c up. Mr. Tyi hman had
with Harrv since
gr%tger' hct?nse etd 0

etter par &
rave f g mlles to Wilson but i
toolk t davs to o b t
ad been raxnxn he roads were
e condition. All the waw
kep fgett%ng 5tuc:l€ andu

erer eopl e.- O Pu

h.e 0L % ent the
irst night in Tarboro an t @
second night in Robersonwille,

The first autowmobile wreck
occurred sometine after that when
Mr. Frank Barnes, A.W. Roberson, and
Surry Parker were traveling into

®
o

ry

in terribl
hone thevy
ad to get
hen oyt of

The first automobile in Williamston

Barne tat.ed, that Roberson
pasgag gy hixa, litex‘-a ':r ﬁaz,lin% with
ease, landing some feet awayﬁ
hittihg' the stunp, the nach 1nﬁ
crashed into a porch of a s
tenant house on the farmn.
HNicholson, who was sitting nn hzs
steps, couldn't move from his seat as
saw the contraption headed right

% hli‘s irection. He was eating a pear
a time and when he saw the car
barreling towar ﬁ he sinply
opened his mouth wider and wider.

r. Barnes declared later that it wras
the biggest mouth he had ever seen

hung on a hunan being!
omeone who was 551139 by was

ent to the home of

italker to telephone Por a ctor. Mar.
HWitalter., who was so excited rom all
his actlvlty, called Warren B %gs at
the quars r*ug tare. He sau.-:’l o Mr.
Bigoas, wick! Send a doctor. He've

g a man dying out here. Ho wait!
erd two doc tors. We've got tito mnen
d:f:s nes in the tree and one's

e housel"
as soon as word grot. around

about the wreck, people loaded up
into wagons to go out and seewhat
had happened.. rtunately no one
was sermuslz injured it gave
genoaglle a lot to talk a.ﬂout for dawvs to
onel

Paving Highway 64 near Williamston— 1924

Main Street was un
rhoto taken in 190

aved as shown in this




T .y HEE-_Nﬁg SARSRST banc: '_?@% ims hea:\d broker}; Fras
off. is son boy m another one a3
Emily HNHicholson and Lara Hoaglan was almost identi-r?a]- Last week when he

returned home from work, that statu ‘s
Many of vyou may not Eknow that head was alsg broken off, idgnticg?ly ghe
there are many ghost stories in . same way as the first one, with the head
Martin Countw. ne of these stories placed rlght beside the other one! |
is about 2 house in Williamston. The couldn't be explained because no one else
wan who lives there has experienced had been in his house. =
manﬁ_str,an?'e happenings. . He has speculated about the origin of
iz first sighting was a blaclk this presence in hl? house and in d_om%
spot about the size of a half dollar some resaearch he found out that in 1911,
nowving Uup one of the walis in his a man di there. He was 3 rather
utility room. He hasg a fuse Do on disreputable character and somehow had
the wall there with some of the wires been shot . The doctor came to the
partially exposed. When he saw the house to remove the bullets and operated
spot_he first thought it was a lar%e on him in 1:,he-T front bedroom of t house.
black spider, but as he got closer Eo & ladg;who ived next remembers
it, he saw that it was just a round that Y. She lilas a child, at the time,
spot that seemed to be rPulsing in and at the time, full of curiosity, standing
out. Suddenlg it started moving outside while the operation uas in =
back and forth and then just progress. She says she still has vivid
d1sa§pear,ed in a craclk in the wall. memories of the pans of bloody water
.sometines he finds closet doors or being thrown out of the windows of that
cabinets opened that he has closed, room. The man did not survive the
or hears noises like footsteps in the operation and died that very night.
hall, or he sees things nowving out of . o one knows who or what causes the
the corner of his eve. Sometimes he disturbances in this houseﬁ but one thing
nisses his personal belongings. One for sure is that "someone” or “something"
day he searched all gwver the house is there. Since “they" obwous}.y plan to
for his belt only to find it nuch do no harm to the occupant o the house,
later right in the middle of his bed the man u;lm continue to share his home
in plain sight. with themi

One night he said he %ot out of
the shower and he distinc 1% heard a ‘
WO 3L laughxntzﬁ as if at him! Some- b — 7]
times at night he can hear the woices
of a man and a woman ar wing
ot L00 toud and raalin dansn they rgw %
@ 09 loud_ and rea istur is
gleep he will vell at them to stop it, HEELING TO SCHOOL
and fhey yusually do! by
The only time one of "them" has

materialized in front of his eves Cedric Johnson
occurred one night when he was _—
lying in bed. He had been asleep and One of the Negro citizens who o
woke up to look at his clock which contributed much to education and rqll?lon
Wwas up high on an overhead shelf. in Martin Count{l was George Thomas HillL
As he loocked at the digits 4:4:4 on the He was born in Washingtom County on
clock, he realized that he was not Fegruary 8,1 1972 and he_and his family
only looking at the clock, but rras moved to Williamston in 1909, His parents
looking right through the figure of had little Imoney to spend for h'ﬁ
2 wWoman! he was standing over his education, so he worked his Wa hrough
bed with her arms folded. She Was ublic schools and State Normal at
wearing a white high—necked blouse Tymouth. L .
With no collar and had on a long After _Flncshlr_u? school, he tausht jn
skirt. Her hair was pulled back in a Tyrrell, Halifax, Pitt, and Martin Counties.
tight bun and she had a versy stern His school in Martin County was in Poplar
ejjEression her face. When hé finally Point near Ballard'sBridoe. He is
allowed himself to blink, she dis-— remembered by many as the professor who
appeared! rode his bicycle to school evary daig It
. Sometimes he can even hear someone Has said that you could set yvour c ck by
calling his name. One nisht he heard a him since he passed by at the same time
loud noise in the house as if something euerﬁ Morning. No matter what kind of
had fallen. He got up to look, thinking weather theg were having.
that his dog had knocked a lamp over, but in 1911{; he local paper gave an
when he went into the room where his dog gccount of the closing of the Roanoke
was, nothing was out of place and the dog Seminary in Williamstobn. Professor Hill
was Just sitting there. here have been was its president and it was considered to
some nights when he has heard someone be the best of its class in North Carolina.
rattling the door knob as if they are It helped train mangy iof the black people
trvin o get in. in this area, haumg an industrial .
Thare = ong particular room in the department which £rained giris in sewing
house that his doa does not like to go in. and dressmaking skills. ks aim was to
hen he passes the door of that room he establish the pr inciples of decency and
stops and growls and will only go in the thrift among its pupils. o
troom if dragged in therel The owner of ] Professor Hill was also a minister and
the house says that whenever yvou walk in 1325€ served as pastor of Mount Shiloh
down the hall' past that room, yhou aluays gapus Church. On June 25, 1972,
feel like someone is walking beside youl rofessor Hill died, ending a life of
One of the most recent thin’?s to gg;gfgﬁtt‘:‘#o&-"g‘f" S. He uwas an hn,',_a‘mble 4
: > serving as teacher an
occur was the breaking of one of the pastor to many =
e T Ty S R O PR T DS N BT e e e R ST o ey e e e e
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by
Catherine Revels
"Several homes uire; saddenead during

th st few days in this county whean it
gagtnp—gg?rted th}gt the jolly old gentleman,
anta Cla

Rl e AP BB Al WOl TRl . Vel A WS

s, had died a few days earlier.
very death brings sadness, but the
deat,f\; of Santa Claus would bring a great
sadness to _a world of children.
Economically, Santa Claus is probabl
on the brink of death, but he isn't dea
and will visit in the several homes uwhere
the saddening news was told, it was i
learned from local church workers who will
see that Santa visits those homes_
Every effort was made to assist the
old gentleman to visit every home in the
county. In_some homes his visit will be
unbelievably short, but it is hoped he will
?e,t all the way around Christmas Eve.
his was the situation in Martin Countv as
stated in a 1931 issue of the ENTERPRISE.
My aunt, Elizabeth Hilliams Revels, was
about my_age during the Depression and
she recalls that the church had a
Christmas party and that each child
received a bag with an apple, an orange,
and mavbe a piece or two of_ candy, and
one gift. She told about walking in the
woods and c:-.#t.tnng down their Christmas
tree and holly to decorate with. At the
time they lived on Railroad Street, where
the Sunshine Center Laundromat is now,

and they walked down the railroad tracks
out behind where Lawrence Eason Lilley
now lives. Decorations on their tree were

gaper chains made from notebook paper
hat she and her brothers and sisters

ad colored and they strung the tree
with holly berries. unt Elizabeth said,"It

"MULE MOBILE"

MOTNEI Welit W LOWN WItid Wiy =500 Qiild
bouaght gifts for all the family. That vear
she got a little doll bed about six inches

lone with a penny doll in it and she said
she was dust as proud of it as if had
cost $100.!

Miss Estell Coltrain Corey had been
married about four years when the
depression started. She was living on Ray
Street, having moved to town from the
Farm Life area. She remembers that
there were several houses on the street
at the time, but the sidewalks and street
was not paved. Her husband, Joe Gray,
worked at MWilliamston Motor Company and
he sold right many cars, but the people
had, to_finance them. She has an old pedal
tyhpe Singer sewing machine that she got
because someone could not pay fFor his
car, and he gave the machine to her
husband for Pavment. .

Farmer's in this section found a way
to have transportation even though they
couldr't afford a car or the gas to run
one. Theg_ invented what was known as
"muyle—mobile”, a contraf»tlon that was half
mule and half aytomobile! By using the
mule for the motor and using the rear
end and wheels of the old family car, the
farmers eliminated the cost of gas and oil
and substituted hay and water. Most of

he vehicles were of the cart tvpe.
Occasionally a four wheel tourm% mule—
mobile complete with cushions, soft
upholstery and everything, could be seen
bringing a family to town!

During this time, the people raise
most of their food and what they couldn't
raise in town, they had families on the
farm to raise it for them. It was noted
that people were not as wasteful then %s
they are now. When | asked Mrs. Corey i
she thought the country could survive g
depression now, her ansuwer was, "Mo". She
said that the people today had seen too
much prosperity.




b
Catherine Revels

The yvears between 1933 and 1942
were known as the Great Depression. It
was a time of widespread unemployment and
hardship. To help relieve this situation, in
1933 President Franklin Roosevelt moved
Congress to craate the Civilian
Conservation Corps, better known as the
CCC. It was composed of gmung Mmer
between the_aces of 18-25 who were
unemployved. There Jjob was_ tree planting,
soil conservation, road bun]dlndq, and fire
control. The workers received $30. a
month, $25. of which was sent back home
to the needy families. They received their
food, lod?em% and clothing free. I a
member of a family was already employed,

another member of the family was not
eligible for the proaram. .

Even though Martin Cﬁunt¥ did not
have a CCC camp, several men from here
signed up for the program. They went to
various camps around the state including
one in Windsor, Durham, Manteo, and
somewhere in ‘Ehe mountians. ﬁccordlnR? to

he May 5, 1933 issue of the ENTERPRISE,

men from Martin County had been

accepted for the program. The}{_ were
William Gurkin, Grady Modlin, Charlie Warren
Norris, Joseph Thomas Phelps, Nes]er
Williams, Felton Daniels, Jeremiah Peele, and
Pilmon b.oston who werre from Jameswville.
The UWilliamston boys included William Howard
Cher‘r‘z, Linwood Roberson, Raymond Williams,
Robert Lee Dickerson, Hafter Jones, HWilliam
Henry Barber, Jim Staton Godard, and
James Lee Cherrv. From the Robersonuville—

Russell Rawls, and HWilliam_0. Council. Two
boys from Dardens,and Robert Ear] Reason
were also errolled. More than million
boys and young men, included 60,000 from
North Carolina were enrolled in the CCC
frrom 19332 to 19421t was one of the most
popular proarams of Ro_?s?_uelt-'s New Deal.
My grandfather, T.T. Todd, was a
young man living in Windsor at €his time. He
Joined the CCC and was sent to a camg
near Durham and from there he wen o
Manteo. He helped clear land and build ;
roads. He doesn't remember uhethetr' Martin
County had a camp, but said that the one
in Windsor was Jocated where Dr. Tlordan's
house is today. Harry Smith, who later
became sheriff, was the laader of the
Windsor camp. lrhe_t_ralnlng wWwas very
similar to Army training, and the first
four weeks the boys were not allowed to
g0 to town but once and then only as a

aQroup. .
ri-:\le: remembers being sent to Manteo
where he had to he‘lj: g ant the grass on
the dunes. He couldn't remember where
the grass came from, but said that it was
brought in on trucks in bundles and that
it looked much like rve grass. In_ 1941, he
received a honorable discharge with good
recommendation. .

Most armies destroy, but this
peacetime army helped conserve our
resources and brought beauty to owr
land. These veterans are noy in their
60's and 70's. but their work is_ still visible
from the Blue Ridge Parkway which they
built in the mountains of North Carolina,to

the grass covered sand dunes at the
Outer Banks.




DYy
Leanne Roberson

_In 1885, before this school was oper—
ating, the Amherst School served the
children of the district and it was located
near the present da{ Farm Life School
It was only about 16Ft. by 20 ft. At that
time there wers B4 school age children in
the district served by this school and the
money appropriated for operating
expenses for that first yvear was $72.32!

fifteen vear controversy followed

as to the area the district covered, the
location of the school, and the
overcrowded condition existing there. In
1310, this school was built at Kelley's Hill
with the local school committee consisting
of J.L. Coltrain, James A. Roberson, and
John D Mizelle. " The land was puwchased
from the tirustees of the Hilliamston
Methodist Chur-ch. :

There has been much speculation
concerning the architecture of the
building. Some say that the high pitched
roof and the star in front were put
there because tﬁr‘ée land was purchased
from a church. her people say that
one of the carpenters who helped build
the school was a preacher and he wanted
to leave his mark on the building. There's
even_ another story that the school was
completed near Christmas time and that
accounted for _the star in front.

The school year usually began
sometime around July or ﬁugust when the
crops were laid by. It would then close
about the middle of Sedptember so the
children could help pick cotton. after
the crops mere harvested, school would
re—open. Christmas time was a very
special time at the school and some people
remember local people coming in Lo build a
stage tor the Chriztmas play. Ewven
today, Christmas decorations are =still
hangin%' on the walls of the old school
where they were placed so many vyears
agc. Mr. Asa Hardison who is 31 vears old.
savys that he remembers helpina make
those wreaths by tying pine cones, holly,
and evergrean branches on them with
toba-_:frﬁo un}r_’:e-] d i i

e =choo ay began at approximate-—
v 8:00 when the teacher would stand in
the fronot of the school and rnng a large
hand bell, The day ended at 4:00_ School
was only in session betueen 4 to §E months
a year. ;

To qualify to be a teacher in those
davs, vou had to have at least a fourth
%r‘age education.  Also. a committes of 4

o 5 men on the local school board would
examine wvour moral character. For
example, they considered whether you
drank spiritous liquors, smoked cigarettes,
attended church regularly, and how »wou
conducted vouwrself in the community.
There werse many teachers and
substitutes mentioned who tauaht at
kKeilv's HIll. Some of them were dAllie
FEoberson, Uictoria Roberson, Betty House,
Mwrtle Bailey, Lizzie Griffin. Tom Getsinger,
bDoc Hardizon, and Betty Mizella.

The =ubjects taught here were
reading, writing, arithmetic, spelling
Ernglish, literature, asography, Morth .
Carolina history. world history, and sani—
tation ctheslth>. One of their favorite

ins=s to do was to have a spelling bes.
=. Katie Hardison proudly remembers
ttending th= =pelling bee that was held
t the courthouse in billiamston where she

Sy Regalt 1 a DU Qi itd Wil @ 50V
Fimishad it vou progressed to the next
one. Even though there weren't any
rades as we know them today, whan you
inishad vour education here It was
equgalent to the completion of the Vth
aradsa. . .
~ The methods of teaching varied.
Having only one teacher, she would call a
roup who was in the same book to the
ront of the classroom. MWhile she worked
with them, the others would study at
their seats. Another method was to have
them work problems opn the blackboard.
bihile some students were working at the
board, the rest of the class szt on
vopden berched, made from one long slab
of wood with wooden pegs for legs. In
class, they had slate boards and pencils
to write with. For homework assigrments,
they used a paper tablet and a pencil
that cost one penny. . )

Discipline wasn't a big problem in those
days because the children knew that i
they were punished at school, they would

et aven more when they got home. .
Punishment at school might mean standing
in the corner, é‘aetti_ng a "pop" on the
hand, or a good "switching

it was sometimes difficult to complete
the homework assignments because it had
to be done in front of an open fireplace.
As things becames more modarn. howsver,
lanterns were used. For some of the
wealthier families, carbide lights were
available. .

Transportation to the school was
very simple.  You either walked or you
stayed home! 0On rainy days or when there
was very severs weather, a parent or
neighbor woulod hitch up the mule and
cart and pick up all the children on their
road and take them to and from school
Only one person was repor-ted to have
ridden to school daily and that was Annie
Roberson who had been born with a
crippling disease. She rode in a cart pulled
by a billy goat_ . .. .

Schoo.l sanitation and utilities in
those davs left a lot to be desired! In
later years., the sirls had an outdoor
toilet, but as for the boysr someons told
me, "ou just hit the woodsl" The water
for_ drinking came from an underaround
spring and the children would dirink frrom a
dipper made from half a coconut shell. In
the winter, water was carried into the
=chool in a2 bucket and everyonse would use
the =zame dlp]per' to drink from. In later
vears, a well was dug on Charlie |
aberson's property naxt door, with,
benches all around to sit on. fihen it was
real hot, the childiren could not only get
a drink of water, but could alsoc wash
their faces. = .

Air—conditioning in the summer months
was =mply a raized window.  Heating in the
winter was furnished by a large wood
heater in the center of the classroom.
Some of _the men remember when they were
in s=chool, ﬁaoplr)g oyt in the woods at
recess Co e::tln-?. lxaht.uood knot= to start
fires with. For lights on dark days, theyw
used kerosene lanterns hanﬁlng roam the
ceiling. At Christmas time, they used real
candles for tree lights

. hen the school door opened and the
children began to file in to take their
seats, the only name brand clothing »ou
miaht have seen was either Red Camal or
Blue Bell bib overalls. The bows sometimes
wore knickers and in the winter time, boys




made of sateen, coversad by flannel
petticoats. In those days there were no
sueaters, so0 the next best thing was a
homemade flannel coat. In the summer, the
dresses were made of a lighter meuiht .
material callad calico and most of the time
in hot weather they went to school bare—
footed. When the weather got cold .
lenough for. shoes again, some of the chil-
dren wera fortunate anou to wear
store—-bought shoes, but for many all
they had was a3 pair of homemade brogans.
One lady remembers Mrs. Louinda Core
making shoes out of tanned cowhide, She
also half-soled bought shoes as well
Kellay's Hill School didn't have a
cafetaria, but some of the lunches that
were taken to school sounded very tasty.
They included ham biscuits, fried herring
baked sweest potatoes, bolled eggs, fried
chicken, sausage, and molasses cake. |
Familizs who had mopre than one child in
school packed their lunches together,
Mr-=. Marie Manning remembers one family
coming to school with a larte square .
bucket the size of a lard stand. She said
that a =short time before lunch, they
would put the bycket on top of the wood
heater to warm it yp for unch. She still
remembers the smell of hominy, seasoned
with cracklings, simmering in that bucket,
with a little bag of sweet potatoes and a
spoon for each child to eat out of the
bucket with. She also remembers one
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some of the children would take a raw
sueet potatoe for a snack.

. t recess,s the children ?layed an
kinds of games. Their baseball game was
very similar to ours, except their baseball
was made out of tobacco twine and their

at, a stick cut out in the woods. While
the little ones playved "ring—around-the-
roses", the older ones were gl_ayln% games
such as "Leading Den", tag, "Sling the
Biscuit”, and "Hail Over" ] 7

he senior citizens | interviewed
who attended school at kKelley's Hill were
very prroud of their school. Theg- al
remember-ed their commencement day when
they had the chance to go to Hilliamston
and compete with other schools in the
marching competition. Asa Hardison would
pick the ban.jo whil2 the other children
marched in step. k They were all dressed
alike. The girls wore navy blue pleated
skirts with white middy blouses and blue
caps. The bows wore navy blue pants and
white shirts. They won first place two
vears in a row, and the prize was $25.00
in cash and a United States flag. Other
activities on commencement day included
essay contests, sack races, games
l?:nean@-.r's,. and a picnic to be remembered

y all

These one—room schools are a thing
of the past, but the qualltz of the
students they produced attest to the
fact that they did a super job!




b
Deedee Mi“s‘,anﬁope Robinson,
Kristal Holliday

Bootleg whiskey, sometimes known as
*moonshine" or "white lightning" is
unlawfylly distilled liquor. The history of
n?éa shine goes as far back as the vear
b} when the Arabians used a distilled
beverage called "aquavitae." They tau%ht
its manufacture to the Spaniards and the
Spaniards in turn, taught it to the monks
of ireland. As Ireland was at that time
under the rule of England, it wasn't long
before the Irish and the neighboring
Scotch people be%an to operate small
whiskey stills in their homes and hills in an
effort to evade the English tax. Even
today the Irish illicit whiskey is called .
"potheen” frrom the Irish word "poitin" which
means a small pot such as was commonly
used in_cooking the mash.

In 1919, Conaress passed a law
prohibiting the manufacture and sale of
distilled spirits for drinking purposes.
This was the beginning of the famous
Prohibition Era which woyld last until 1933.
It was at this time the illicit liguor trade
began to flourish with the absence of
legal whiskey. These distillers became
known as "moonshiners" and that name has
carried down to the present time.

.- Making moonshine is a relatively easy
Job. The mgredients are basically corn.
meal, sugar, and malt. For each barrel in
the still, yvou need 3-4 of_ a bushel of
coarsely around corn meal and 50 pounds
of sugar. You then pour scalding water
over this mixture to "cook the mash". To
this mixture vou add 174 bushel of malt
and more water. This is Jeft to stand
from 2 to 6 weeks and allowed to ferment,
after which time it is ready for distilling.

The liquor still is made of copper
kettles, a coiled tube called a "worm” and
several wooden barrels. In order to get
the copper to coil as it should, sand is
put inside the tube which is then coiled
around a tree giving it the desired shape.
A fire is built under the copper kettle
which contains the "raw mash." As this
begins to steam, it goes through the worm
leading into another barrel where it is |
cooled. This tuwns it back to liquid again
and it drips into glass .jugs or the large
five gallon jars called "demi—Johns.” Six
barirels of mash will vield about eighteen
gallons of liquor. This sells for about.

25.00 a gallon. Making this liquor is a
dangerous operation in_more ways than
one. The March 31, 1925 issue of _the
ENTERPRISE told of a man beina killed in
the county by flving bricks when the
boiler of his still burst.

s I

il'__:qu’_?g i.-ssiﬂgg.s .in operation in Martin County

ey aSiid Was gudal anbead WO KoK
out" a cough! Farm animals have been
known_to develop a taste for mgonshine
also. Sometimes pigs or cows would ;
discover the discarded mash from a still
and would eat it, becoming intoxicated.
Dthers, like those of J.J. Roberson,s
however, died from eating the mash. In
the March 13, 1925 issue of the ENTERPRISE
a description of this event is given.

Through the yvears, Bear Grass has
had the reputation of making some of the
best "white liahtning" in t country. It
sgarted back before propu%ithn when
there were many government-licensed
stills, oparating in the Bear Grass
district. This was betuween the years 1880
and 1908. At that time, the distillers were
noted for makina excellent brandy from
arrapes, apples, peaches, and plums. When
prohibiftion came, the stills were simply
moved out of the yvards and into the
woods and swamps. Reliable reports have
stated that "Bear Grass Booze" has been
served in bars as far away as New York
City and MWashington, D.C."

50% 4 5% 40%
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When the alcohol dripped into the
Juogs, the "bootleggers" needed to know
when they were gettina too much water in
it. HWhen it _got real hot and the water
started boiling, vou didn't want it to ?o
over the sides because then you would
have weak whiskey and you couldn't sell it.

So they would get a bottle and shake it
uE until the bubbles would rise to the top.

hen it sits and gets still, if that bubble
is above the line, it's above 100 _proof
which_is 50% alcohol. Most people wanted
it split between the line which was 380

roof or 45 alcohol.  If it was below the
ine, it was 40% alcohol which is only 80
proof, and considered to be too weak.




SIMOST CauaQnNy The DOKE WNO Were Lihalhe
splittin 3 wood for the fire. The boys
escape bt the still was destroyed.
From there, the agents went to a site
near the Daniel Staton mmq_ond where 12
barre'l.: were discovered found
Ear‘ s of the still submerged ln the pond
o avoid detectlon_

RcC r’dmg the August 7, 1328 issue
of the ENTER RlSE, that was a hard week
for moonshiners. hat week alone
copper stills and 8000 gallons of beer
were destroved. hey were found on
Reedy Suwamp and in the Bigas School
District. As recently as 4, 7 stills
were seized in Bear r'as_s and in .
Septaembar oF 1965 stills were seized.
As late as 1970, SéB stills were destroyed
in the stat.

Pcnnt, another town in Martin

Count y a reputation as a leading
legal uﬁlskey manufacturing center before

tax stamps were put on each gallon
of whiskey they manufactured. After the
distillery stop ed |ts Dper—atlon, whiskey
was shipped ln town by railroad.
One man of t e ar‘ea said he remembered
seeing as many as 100 barrels of whiskey
at the depot in Eobersonuville bound for
Gold Point saloons.

Unl?ue Ti

Charlie Moore.

quor still found in Martin County in
hown in picture left to rla
John Hasseﬂ, Joe Roebuck, John oebuck &
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stm,people would warn each other in
variety of ways. Sometimes the uould blow
horns or shoot three times in the air.
vou were caught and it was your first
offense, you would usually be put on
probation and Jjust pay a fine. However,
if this was vour second offense, the
Judge would normally give you a year and a
day in the federal penitentiary. If vo

were not around the still at. the time the
revenuers discovered it, they could

ways of telling who it belonged to by
fingerprints on empty bott es nearby or
by matching a broken piece of an ax
handle with the remaining plece found in

ha suspect's woodshed. fter the still
was discovered, the agents would blow it
up with dynamt

Putting the whiskey on the market.

presented another pro lem
ingenious bootleggers woul smu?_‘gle thelr'

roduct in extra gas tanks in the car.

ther times they would #St load up the
trunk of the car wit e . jugs, but when—
ever a car passed by he revenuer with
its back end hanging down lower than the
rest of the car, he usually knew he had
caught another onel!
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house converted into a still. They said it

fairly shone from her dail
they hated having to destr
Another one tells abou

who was making

polishing and
oy itl!
t the woman

whiskey., but they could

never catch her with it =0 the

have proof encu

Everytime the
unbeknowing to

knocked at her door, she ran to pour out

couild

agh to prosecute her.

would raid her house, she'd
pour the whis ez in the sink. One night,
he woman, the revenuers
disconnected her sink pipe on the outside
and put a bucket under it. When they

her whiskey and it ram out, right Into

their bucket.

They got her t

at time!

Hhdlr LRI LHIRL O Nnave To get. It Oout them—
selles. They =said that if that was the
way she wanted it, they would get it out,
but when she saw the stick of dynamite
that they planned to put in her kitchen
floor, her defiance faded and they said
they never =aw a_r&?'one ladle whiskey out
at fast as she didl _ .

_The home-made liquor business has
declined through the years and one seldom
hears of a ,stlﬁ being destroyed thesea
days. Uith its demise however, it is being
replaced with the arowing of matijuana
which may in time have some stories of its
own to tell
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Labels that were actually used on bottles
of bootle mhi:-ke;y’ manutactured in Bear
Grass in the 1940's.
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when_my search be
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oung boys, and a boy ""d'ng a nas due in part to the fact that b
his mural is so familiar tha most ¥ather Carl was also an artist.
residents don't give it a second thought. Maine was difficult because h
much less wonder who painted. makjng a living as an artist.
as | was looking at the very accurate in every detail.

id begin to _wonder who was _, sent him a letter describing that ¢
ble for its being there and thats flight at Kitt;r Hawk and a_?aicture of
Wilbur with their airplan

¥ in himself and
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the Smithsonian institute in ashington Using this as a guide,
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with him, |
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to the United States when he particularly value

dif ficult time in_school, because he could
speak very : 2
to read by reading the comcs in the ou
paper which had a picture to accompany ine

tist's son Malcolm, who is now Tiving he had remodeled for a studio
From correspondence When the mural was co
was able to write this article. and two of his sons d
1 was painted in 1940, during to hana it on the po
the Great Depression. The word of these artists sent their mural

in 0. ;
President, he promised a ﬁgﬁigdsgo"‘ggz E’g‘de n

I for the American people. His proger‘ly and that it looked rioht hanging
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hrough the WPA, the Works that the money received for
Progress Administration, lots. of workers aided the family through a most di

dings interest in him today.
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The "FIRST FLIGHT" mur-al in the Hilliamston
Post Office
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important as a n method o -
gr"tation in the ?gtlﬁ's. Up untif he time
hey came into use, the only t.aé-re of
ansportaion was by horse a buggg.,
rainsg couid now transport freight as
well as pecpla from town to toun. |
Trains started runnina in Martin
Coqntydan the latteg"' ga{t of Bhe le]gﬂ's.
ajor de s were ad in r "
Eoéerson%%?e, 'ﬁasseﬁ, flam ton, ﬂm}amston,
and Oak City. Parmele had one of the
biggest depots,because there the tracks
crossed, running not oan east and west,
but also north and south. As many as five
passenger trains entered the town each
day from MWilliamston. Tarboro, Wilmington,
and Weldon. One of the passenger trains
was called the "Shoefly.” It brought in ice
cream from Hines in Kinston, drinks from
Greenville, and ice and fish from other
places. Ice had to be packed into the
cars carrying the ice cream because at
that time there was no such thing as
refrigerator cars. .
rom my interview with M. George
Coburn from Parmele, who had been a
station agent at the Parmele depot, |
found out many interesting things. His
Job was_to push the mail in carts from
one train to another. Before doing this,
he changed worn—out tee—irons a Cross
ties on the railroad tracks. He told of
how the trains yused to use wood instead
of coal. Racks loaded with wood would be
stationed along the tracks. When the
train would run out of wood, the train
would stop at a wood rack and re—-stock
its supply of fuel. Some people have even
told of how at times when the wood gave
out, the passengers would have to get
out and tind wood ,a'lona th')e_ track to help
fire the boiler again! fter the wood
burners were no longer used, the wood
was sybstituted with coal, which had a
special car to hold enough coal to take
them_to the next town. -
The first record we have of building
a railroad line here in Martin County was in
1831, but it was not until sometime_in the
1_88!5'5 that it became a reality. The first
line was built between Tarboro and
Williamston.

One_ last trip was made by a passenger
train through MHilliamston on a Sunda

morning in April, 1961, The crowd is shown
here at the depot waiting for the 12
coach train to arrive from Plymouth to
take them to Rocky Mount for a day in
the park.

engine ror a gassasnger‘ Qrain arrivec on
the river by barge. It was called “"Engine
No. 2". The first conductor was Graham
Guliford of Robersorwville.  The encineer
was M. Rand and the first rail-oad agent
was Capt. John Lanier. .

Th% railroa trga‘s origihal name was
"Williamston and gr- orc', g.ut i ia{er
changed to the “"Seaboard and Raleigh". |
was eventua'l'gﬂ to be known as the
"Albemarle and Raleaioh.® ;

. Going to the Tarboro Fair was the
first big event scheduled by the railroad
and the people of Williamston bought
round-trip tickets for 95 cents. ;

here are still a feuw freight trains

operarting in Martin County today, but no
Eassen er trains at all the last trip

aving been made in the 1930's. Most of
the tracks have been taken up now, and
soon the cabooses on the trains will be
taken off. This will truly mark the end of
a colorful era in our history, and futur-e

generations will never know the thrill of
sitting at a railroad crossing watching the
train go by and having the engineer wave
as _he passes by; nor till they know the
anticipation of waiting for e sight %f-‘
'‘the little red caboose". ere i nothing
like the sound of a lonesome train
whistlein the night, but it is a sound we in
Martin County may soon haar no more.




prenpep———— e T —h T

.

.

.

.
.
e
s
.

|

An Atlantic Coast Line steam engine that
operated in Williamston in the 1940's.

The last regularily scheduled passenger
}:.53?61:\ to run through Willlamston in the
s
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li.lssed as a hotel or boarding house until 55

From 1913 to 1917, the ownership
changed six times until the Historic ;
Hamilton Commission bought it. During this
time_ it was sometimes used as a multiple
tamily residence. In 1976, it was purchased
from the Commission by Mr. and Mrs. William
P. Riley, Jr. who have restored it.
. .. A most attractive part of the house
is its basement which was once used as a
kitchen and dining room when the hotel was
in operation. When the Rileys purchased
he house, the basement was covered with
sand that had been put there to hel
control water leaking in. By means of a
wheel barrow and hard manual labor, they
removed three truck loads of dirt and
installed an electric pump to control the
water problem. Today the Rilevys use this
area for a den and kitchen.

Another interesting feature in this
area of the house is the large ?’vrep ace
with its unusual beehive oven on the side.
hiz oven is different from most becaus
of its construction and shape. It is ma
of wood with bricks lavered over it. It
was heated by the fireplace beside jt.
he fireplace has a beautiful brick hearth
hat was found under the sand, and over
the fireplace on the side that served as
he dining area, the decorative plaster
can sfi'_,_:ll He _s]Een-H . ] G "
. e Hamiiton House is a classic Gree
Revival temple—form building. The front

Hamilton i= a small town on the portico has square, parallel pedestals and
Roanoke River in northwestern Martin wooden pillars. The lat.ticeuorp& balus—
County. The town was known as Milton trades were created with tobacco sticks.
before it was incorporated in 1804. It was The house has two stories, a full
renamed Hamilton to honor_ Alexander basement and an attic. It is said that
Hamilton, a former United States when the hotel was really crowded with

Secretary of the Treasury. It is believed guests, they would sleeg half a dozen t
t hey would sleep

hat the location for this community was a room and if need by,
chosen to take advantage of the Foanoke the attic.
River for its trade and transportation.

During the Civil War, Hamilton was a
center of wartime activity because of its
position gn the Roancke River. The river
was_ heavily patrolled by troops who were
trving to destroy the Confederate
installations at nearby Fort Branch. )

t one time durar;:% the Civil War, Union
troops attacked Hamilton and occupied the
town. During that time, the town was
accidentally set on fire, doing much
dama?_e to the beautiful buildings there.

he period after the war was a

rosperous one for Hamilton. The Hamil-
on Academy was established at this time
and the town boasted four doctors.
Business was booming and thiree steam
ships r“eg?u}aﬂy stopped there.

Hamilton was reported as being the
largest town in Martin County as noted by
a Raleigh newﬁ;-aper in 1884. The article
stated that Hamilton would have become
the county seat if it had not been lo—
cated in the extreme northern section of

he countsy. A 5
Many of the 19th Centuwry buildings in
Hamilton have been restored and are in

use today. Two very interesting ones are
Ehg Hamilton House and the Conoho Masonic
odge._

= Bacause of the steady growth and
increased travel and trade on the
Roangke River, there was a need for an
inn. The Waldo—Darden Hotel was built
sometime between 1220 and i240 by Joseph
Haldo, a shipping agent and businessman.
Through the wears the inn has been known

by uvarious names, inciuding the Waldo- Decorated plaster arch above the dini
Darden Hotel, the Darden Hotel, the room fireplace in the basement of t
Conoho House, and most recently, the building.

Hamilton House.
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"THE CONOHO MASONIC LODGE"

The

Ward
use

v, Greek R
as a meet
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officers were

by

Wwndi Manning

Conoho Masonic Lodge is a two

evival stvle building. It was
ing hall in the 1850's by the
area. =

 P_B. Clements master and
senior warden. Th

by th
on Fem

first two

e building was

e Sons of Temperance, the
ale Institute, and the local

PiIscCopalian congtregation. The Conoho

Lodge served
social and cult
?ener‘atlons-
ocated at
Front Street.

Conoho Lodge No. 131 was g'\r-anted a
ter on December 3. 1850,
er was arr b

char

chart

as

aested

a center of Hamilton's
ural life for several

The building was originally
he intersection of MWaldo and

g

1884, the
ecause of

delinguency in paving dues for two vears.
In 1836 i ﬁ

bakery which deals in quality home—baked

rries.

breads and past

it was re—c
Lodge Mo.
kewarkee Lodg

he b

of Waldo and
Wwas used for
Historic Hamilt
Present locat;
his buildin

399

[=1p]

artered as Conoho

It consolidated with

e in Williamston in 1944

uilding was moved to the corner
Horton Streets in 1951 and

storage until 1978 when the

on Commission mouved it to its
on Liberty Street

9 Now houses a wholesale
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POINTS OF INTEREST:
* 1. Fort Branch *¥12., Civil War Cannons
* 2. Sherrod Grove 13. Larchmont
* 3. Waldo-Haislip House *¥14. 01ld Methodist Church Site and
* 4, St. Martin's Episcopal Church Cemetery
* 5. Gladstone House 15. Horner Academy '
6. Martin-Everett House *16. Salisbury-Etheridge House
7. Conoho Masonic Lodge 17. Pippen House
8. Hitch Railroad Depot *18. The Methodist Church
9. Steamer Depot-Warehouse *19. Long-Haislip House
*10. Hamilton Town Hall *¥20. Hamilton Cemetery
*11. DARDEN HOTEL (VISITOR CENTER) 21. The Hamilton Institute(Acadeny)

22. Weatherby-Anthony House
*23. Hickory Grove

*An asterisk denotes the points of interest which will be open to the
public for the Hamilton Tour on September 29, 1974.
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Letter found during the restoration of.
the Masonic Lod e bu 1ding
Dated—Jull,
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e tasl .
" o grand’mopt.hqr and her family used
to make molagses. The process started
ith th p?antn of the molasses cane
se in March. hey would plow and
ultivate the cane as you would corn. In
?uly they w?u’ld pull t %Fod er, the green
ves or blades, off Mo gsges cane,
ch grew to be abonit. or eat tall
I" ey would then cut the cane with a
machete and put it on a tobacco truck,
where it would be taken to a tobgcco
RapE in Ehe shada =o' Tt ualinit Soos or
e in e shade so
s gil.t AFter this,“they 'iould be ready to
start making molasses.

The mil mguld then Pe seiﬁ',, up and the
wood gathered for the fire. inewood was
used and even—sized pieces would be
selected so that the fire would remain
steady and even. ter that they would
hook a harness toa mule and the mule
would walk around the mill in a counter—
clockuise direction. While the mule walked
around the mill, someone would feed the
cane through the wheels which squeeazed

he juice out of the stalks. The juice
would run_down a little funnel into a
cooker. Cooking the juice until it became
molasses took a lot of time, usually from
8 to 10 howrs and it had to be stirred
constantly while it was cooking. They knew
it was cooked enouah when it came to a
bubbly boil and the bubbles burst. As the
juice cooiked, it would form into the thick
ﬁqui_d we call molasses. The molasses would
drain into wooden buckets where someone
stood to stir it as it came out of the
cooker. A thick foam would be left on the
top of the molasses and since people at
that time lived by the rule "Haste not-
Want not", this foam was used to feed the
livestock.

When the molasses cooled, foam free,
it was stored in jars and ?laced on the
pantry shelves. his supply of molasses
was usually enough to last a_year, just
long enough for the next molasses—making
seasn_:lan_lr-n_. to ?ome along. rocEss waset

e molasses making proc
just another job that %ac_l to be_done,
E’rut was a time of fellowship for families
and friends. Just ask anyone who has
had homemade molasses to describe to _{ou
the taste of a hot homemade biscuit with
a hole punched in the side and filled with
this delectable treat!

The first man to be executed in
Martin County in the electric chair
wazs a_ black mamn named Brad Ba%ley.

Uer‘g little is reported about the

tfacts and circumstances surroynding

his case much is left to speculation.

t was reported that on August 15,1911

a white man named Hilliam B. Hhite,Poilice

Chief of the town of Williamston,

North Carolina was walking down a

Eub'hr: street in Willlamston headed

cward his home located across the
straet from the now Martin County

Goverrmental Center at about 9:00 pm

when as he passed a gate, someone shot

him from behind. There were no wittness to
thi= shooting. A doctor was summoned to

Chief Whites bedside and there was

evidence tending to show that the doctor

told White that he was in critical condition
and was likely to die, and if there was any
message he wanted to leave, he had
better do so.The doctor unfz_or'med White
directly that he could not live and that it
was then that White said that it was Brad

Bagl_ey who shot him_; and that he saw his

outline very distinctly as he ran down the

street and he was certian that it was

Bagley . Mr_White made this statment to

several different persons as they would

come into the room and he repeated it
only 15 minutes before he died.

E!a'__'?lgay was arrested immediately. He was
tried in_Superior Cowt of Martin County
at the September 1911 term of court
batfore Judge Cooke. He was represented
by attorneys Winston & Mathews. A _jury
of twelve white men were chosen to hear
this case because neither blacks nor
wonen were allowed to serve on Jjuries at
this time in history. The Jdury returned a
verdict of guillty of murder In the first
degree and Bagley was sentencad to
death. Witness at the trial stated that
bhites mind was clear so long as he had
the zense to talk and the case mwent to
the Jury relying basicall on Hhite' = dving
declaration. _ﬁ'her‘e iz No mention as to E
Baglev's motive to kill White' = and there is
much speculation as to this factor today.
some say that there was a dis aareemen
batueen the two as to some money that
Bagley claimed White owed him , plus Some
=ay that Bagley was paid to wavlay Chief
White . and some even say that EBagley
was inocent and took the blame fFor
something someone else commited.

The Bagley case was appealed to the
Horth Carolina Supreme Court . On March
5, 1912, Justice Brown wrote the opinion
for the Supreme Court in this case and
the dicision of the lower court was upheld.
The court ruled that the dving of Chief
White was competent euvidence. And sn that
it was that Brad Bagle became the first
man to be executed in Martin County , and
as of thiis date, the last man to be
executed from Martin Countsy.

This case is reported in 158
Horth E’ar-cﬂ'ina Reporter‘p P 808
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Teisha Slade and Chareasee Alston W e R insghgomiért‘inq,ecgoun ¥-
There are many "unsung " heroes in Tynerﬁ].the co&mty Home Economug agent
who are right in our own communities and Willian Slade, a progressive business

BOSES, TRt int WS AT 2 Bistory HPRSBoa e (RSB, Torned the
O F =] WHNo L3 h
in%luenge those whose lives they touch . jiow that the idea was formulated téhe

roblem was where to get the books.T
One of these people was Mrs. Mary 8. B2 G0, M35 Where to ed by various

Gray. She was born in Oxford ,North teachers in the county and later when
Carolina and was one of four children . the BHM_library was organized, they
ghe received her early education in helped. The first home Ffor the library was
Granuille Ggunty and went on to finish a small house in Mrs. Tyner's ysrd and the
college. after her marriage to James D. librarian was Mrs. Nell E_rown glade- They
Grag, she moved to Williamston where her soon outorew this building and moved to
husband owned and operated a dry the W.C. Bunch Building on Elm Street. Miss
cleaning buisness. She became the first Minnie Chamberswas the second librarian
superwvisor of instructions for Black and remained there for fourteen vears.
G O‘P'r}_“—‘r_gb g._?""_g';‘_ ﬁg‘-r{';'ct'b"n- She public The thlrdtl]lbrar{an was é‘]’!‘*s- Ann M%r'b:,g wh
schools, Mrs. Gray was able to encourage L X . % Proxent. site o

: Street

and inspire many boys and girls to further ycalﬁgn;e Gray died in 1962 and since her
theirr education who might never have gone in & i
on_without her help. Her own personal work in the schools was so beneficial to

MOtLo uas it is better to oive than Faned the Harv S s e orary was
receive." Havin is attitude, endear i

her to eueryogg she met, white and black Eggg";.,,!ﬂe"h's way, her memory could be
alike. She lived in a neighborhood in "

Williamston in which hers was the only black of .,,m'i"a';,fgt%';fﬁzy‘;"'ﬁﬁg ':1;'; S,q,%_“}‘;,% alg,hi:,"’gre

Family,but she was well liked by all her here today and could speak to the voung

lﬁgpggﬁdgeughbors whom she called her people, she would say, "Go to school. Stay
As supervisor of the schools, Mrs. n_school and learn all vou can, because

Gray saw a great need for supplementary Y°U wil surely need it Some day.




"Aa Landmark in the County"

by
Bobby Davis

Ho. 90 Station is one of the oldest
gas stations in Martin County and maybe
even in North Carolina. It was built in 1924
Ey tmod brothers, Gothee and Golden

odard.

The station has been an outlet for
Texaco gas for more than 60 vears. It
was in business even before US. 64 was
created in 1933 and still bears the name
gF he old road that ran in front, Route

They operated it for several yvears,
but euentuaﬂy sold it to _the oil company
that supplied their gas. Their nephew,
Grady Godard, my arandfather, rented it
from the oil company and he and my
gr'andmothe Pauline, Jan the store for
more é years. Someone asked my
grandmother‘ one_ time what her hours of
operatlon were. She said, "From the time

up until the cromd let vou go to
hat's the best. can tell vyou. From
sunrlse till bed time!"

In the Flrst vears of its operation
neighbors From far and near came in mules
and carts to bu the|r roceries, such as
the bananas that hung from the celllng
like they would if they were growin

the tree. They would also come to uy
cheese in the large round cheese boxes
that Mif‘ grandma would cut for them, and
the salted meat that was kept in the old
wooden box in the corner.

For heat, there was the old EOt belly
stove that burn coal. Many a s
exchanged around that old heater,

uhen my grandparents t a television
it was one of the |r'st in the area.
Thai; really packed in 2cr The only
channel they could ae was r'om Norfolk
and they said it loo ed like it was a
snowstorm some tueen here

uher'euer t_-.he s| ortgina
e nights ever v would gather at
the old station to play cards. My orandma
Pauline said, " we never had any gambinog
out there. We just El ayed mostly Roolk
and not much Setback, if any.”
Many times on_lWe day or Sat.n.rday
motr-nings in the i’-‘all, the deer hunter
would meet at the station to tak
what had happened on the hunt and to
dr'ess an$ deer they m%_l:\t have killed.
0, my orandmother decided to
close the sta ion_ since : was unable to
maintain the long houwrs it required.
fter it had been closed for some tne my
mother Brenda Davis, decided to take it
over and try her luck with it. After
about three years, she in tun d
was too much and closed it again.
Today, the old station is still
standin rd uhen it is nr' tuwrn to take
over ol "No- can carry on
the tradition anci keep part of my
heritage alive.

Grady Godard in front of the station.
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I-Iit. our modera technology,

cloc ng’ a5 a craft is n-:a wzdely
ra.«: anymare. %opn e know
cm' o eg c:loc S, artin
xi:. &’ \ A% man w %r%quite
=3 it.. arg Arrison
aax r-as ailey of
anst m.z. n thouy thmsa Lo
cn

men Pract %i@.e cr% heir
g ? es are quxte ere T'
ferences exist mainly in

materials thew use for the cl-::ncP.:s as
wel as the stsgrles thevw choose to

nak

% D. first started working with
clocks when he was working in a
garage where he did weldxn? axle
worlk and soldering. His girlfriend.
Nellie, asked him to repair a clock
that had belonged to her
grandfather. It required a bit of
soldering on it's works and he took it
to the garage where he was able to
fix it ncouraged by his success
with the c:loc:k after he and Hellie
were narried he ordered a book ox
building clocks and clock repair. He
started to build his first clock 1n
1970 when a pecan tree had
remowved from his yvard. He -:ut the
tree down and ha 1t. dried
haxving worked with this kind o{-‘ Wwoodd
bef-‘ore, he found that it was ver“

o work with and that he had
tc dr111 holes in it bhefore he could
hanner nails 1nto it. It took himn
almost a wvear to finish the clock and
when he did, he gawe it to his oldest
SOX1.

At this time, he had three sons
and the next to the oldest asked him
to build him a clock. This time E.D-
chose southern pine to work w
because it is so much sof‘ er. Hf‘ter
finishing this clock, t %oungest
son also wanted one, w ich E.D. got
busy and built. Thinking that he now
had all the bovs taken care of ,
another son arrived, requiring that
one more clock be built.

ED. makes all his clocks from
rine because it is easier to work with
and is qurte Elent;tful in this area.
He savs it talkes stain well and
can be made to look like hardwoodz-
ED's clocks are not "fancy®, b his
own adnisson, but are the utilitarian
ones that our colonial f‘or-e{-“athers

doin
gur other clockmaker, A.C. Bailevy,

differs from Mr.Harrison in that he
Fref‘ers to work with harder woods

ke mahogany or walnut and cherrv.
He got started at his hobbyw when he
was in a hobbyv shop and he
clock on the wall that cost $E‘-9 85 He
thnu%ht. that was a fair price for

the clock until he got real close to it
and found out that it was only made
Df' plastic. That verw davy he bougth

$50.00 worth of clock parts and went
home to build himself a clock. He had
been working with wood for about
five wvears prior to th s0 he could
build the cabinet Tenfhm,& any
trouble. He soon finished the clock
and even though he has made many
mnore clocks since that first one, he
still has it hanging in his
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and shapes, grandfather clocks, and
mantle clocks Some are shaped like

he state of Nm‘-th Carclina. Others

hawe the Morth Carolina state flag
orn them and one is even on a
"Frishaa'l
e wood that hr:: L,lr:bclﬂ-'z are
nade o A nost 1utm est g
anrge Weyvearhaeuser, a m'x of My
allev's, sends hin u.m f; erant
inds of exotic woods 11}"& onduras
mohagany. The walnut, cherrwv, and
pak that he also wuses comes from
local =zarwmills
Evwveryt huu_.; in his clocks are
handnade. For the ones that recguire
welgths, he wnakes themn himself and
for the glass doors on the mantle
clocks, he yUses window panes from ols
house% that have been torn down.
Since he made that first small
cloclcs, Mr Bailevw has wade owver 200
clocks, one of which President Ronalc
REeagan and another by forner
Goveney Jiw Hunt. Mr. Bailew's clock
collection can be seen in his
workshop in his backwvard and he
welcomes wisitors with mmhom he can
share his hobby.
We in HMartin County can be
Er*oud of these two men who are
eeping alive this ancient and time-
honored craft of clock—making!

E.D. Harrison with one of his "creations"

A.C. Bailey at work in his shop

B ——



as 'Butch", was born on June 19,1958 in
Williamston. As a child, he always liked
sports. While he was a student at
Williamston High School, he plasyed football,
basketball,_and baseball. In 1975, he won
the state Triple—A baseball championship
trophy. Other trophies he has won inciude
the Senior Athletic Award for_football,
baseball, and basketball. In 1976 he won
the Bes T-Around Athlete and_the Most
UValuable Player Award in the Gaylord Parry
Tournament. . .

While Butch was in h|1gh school, he was
very active in the Key Club, the Monoor-am
Club, the JU Uarsity football club, the
Uarsity Football Club, the JU Basketball
Club,and the JJ and OarSItyBg$eball Clubs.

Butch %raduated from Williamston High
School in 1976 and then went to East |
Carolina University where he received his
Bachelor of Science degree in 1980.During
his colle%e carear he won four trophies;
two for the Most Home Runs, one for the
Most Trirles. He also won the Best Hitter's
Award in 1980 when he came in fifth place
out of twenty enEht ﬁglayers- L

fter East Carolina, Butch joined the
Gulf Coast League where he was given the
Most Ualuable Player Award at the All-
Star Game.n 1983 when he was playlnﬁ in
the Socuthern League, he was given FPlayver
of the Month Award. .

Butch's blg brealk came in 1983 when
he was offered a position with the Kansas
City Royals. His career really " took off"
and in only a few months his glctur'e was
seen in such publication_as SPORTS
ILLUSTRATED and STAR NEWS. Among the
many awards he has been given, Erobablty
the most prestigious one was making the
Kansas Cltx Yearbook as "Lucky 13.

In 1984, Butch married his chiidhood
sweetheart, Sassandra Lee. Today they
call Raleigh home when ball season is over,
but spring thaw comes, Butch heads to
Omaha, Nebraska for spring t.rainln% Fame
has not changed Butch_at all, and he is
still the good guy we all remember when he
was living in Hilliamston.
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"*A SPECIAL DOG"™

. by
Kristal Holliday

In 1946, a brave little dog, by the
name of Snouwie, saved the lives of his
owners when the chimney of their house
Ca"i':?ht on fire early one morning. About
3:00 one morning, Snowie smelled smoke and
started to bark loudly, waking up the
family. When they realized t,ha% the house
was on fire, they ran _out into the street
calllnt?_. for _f'lelp- The firemen were able to

et there in time to save the house. If
he dog hadn't warned the family, they
ﬁgglsde have all been burned up in the

After this happened, the family
treasured the dog for having saved their
lives and three gears later when he was
run over in front of their house, they
were grief stricken.

The ladies who ouwned the dog were
known as the “Lamb sisters", Miss Mayo and
Miss Annie. Their family had been quite
prominent throush the vears but lost
much of their wealth during the Civil War
and in the vears that followed the

members of the family had a very modest
income. Even thoush they could'nt afford
it, the two sisters qu‘c, ased an
expensive child's coffin in which to put
Snouwie. They then took him to the. )
Woodlawn Cemetery and buried him in their
family plot whetre he rests today. They
purchased a nice tombstone for his _grave
and had all his attributes listed on it,
taking both sides to include it all. Th
inscription reads as follows: "To my
belgued little dog, Snowie, three and one
half vears. Beautiful, Intelllgenf? and |
adorable little pure white long fur Eskimo
Spitz dog. Brave, Corrageous, Faithful,
and Devoted Dearly Loved and Cherished
?et of Annie Lamb Lilley. Rest in Peace.
945-1949" . 1

Miss_ Annie was laid to rest next to
hgrsget in 1977 when she died at the age
o =
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Catherine Revels

was builﬁ a;l:;ég_ 1820
1 M. Mooring, Who k
becat?e E:heri'l'-‘% 1845-1850, was from Bertie
He owned a lar-ge number of acrelg
d a lot in the cornel oo o
: o o n-
g% ﬁgdsfn'i?h l'?g‘me) on what is now Watts
500 acres of lan

t about
nd ad - M%rir;all
i 3 Jocated in a Jacen
e asrtern B of LS SRS
ﬁgl;:%"}%?r? . {:aoog?\ entry in a Hassel Diary he

he Harrell hom
L ?‘oor‘in

the property and in nine
Egadzro%ago‘ldp?‘{ for ;9,080 a profit of

rhere 7TOr ey e e e e ol =
with the known as Sallsber’% farm and at
one time was owned by M-. Burroughs.

The two story house was said to have
been used as a “hosglt_al" foir-_Union
soldiers during the Civil War. The late
Warren H. Biggs said that the soldier
patients wrote their names and addresses
on the wallpaper. How this house was
picked to be a hospital and who the .
doctor or doctors were not recorded in
any of the books that | haved used.

_Christine Rodgerson Goddard, whose
family lived there years ago. told me that
the dining room and kitchen that were in
the back had torn off. She didn't
remember seeing any names on the wall

Martin County History Uolumes 12.2.
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Joey Griffin

. Located seven miles up the Roanoke
River, near Jamesville, a large tree stands
on an island sur‘roun&e-_d by water on
three sides and by Devil's Gut on the
other. It's not Jjust any tree, but one of
Ehe largest trees east of the Mississippi

iver,

The people named it "The Big Cypress"
for obvious reasons. It's taller than a
tuwelve story building, is thirteen feet in
diameter, and is said to measure about
forty—-one feet in circumference. It is
surpassed only by two other trees gast
8*’-‘ he Mississippi, one of which is in Bertie

ounty and the other in the state of

MISSISSIPgI _itself. .

. IF it is not the bu?_ : i
said to be the oldest living plant life east
of the Mississippi River, dating back to the
time of Christ's birth. .

) he cypress has been in danger' of
being destroved not onlﬁ b¥ man but also
by natural causes. In the 1960's, the
Georgia Pacific Corporation which ouwns the
land on which the tree grows, was about
to cut it down, when several clubs around
the area petitioned the timber company to
spare it. Their wish was granted.

In 1983, it was struck by llghtnln% and
the top part of the tree was completely
torn awa A fire resulting from the

gest tree, it is

lishtning %ur_'ned out almost all of the
tree's interior. .

he BciP Cypress still stands on that
small island on the Roanoke River, Jjust as
tall and proud as ever. Jamesuill
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